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We’re proud of working 
exclusively with some of the 
world’s rarest and most highly 
sought-after producers, from 
Domaine de la Romanée-Conti 
to Champagne Salon.

We believe that life rewards 
the curious, which is why we’re 
constantly striving to learn more 
and expand our horizons – and 
have done since 1780!

We’re growing our range of wines 
to give you as much choice as 
possible, whether you’re vegan, 
vegetarian or even flexitarian!

We’re passionate about offering the 
best quality and value in everyday 
drinking, from our sparkling 
Blanc de Blancs to our succulent 
Company Reserve Claret.

We (literally) couldn’t live 
without bees! That’s why we’re 
working with The Bumblebee 
Conservation Trust to protect our 
pollinators, and give our vines a 
happy place to grow.

We’re obsessed with exploring the 
world to find the most exciting 
new wines to add to our portfolio, 
from Hungary’s Barta to Peru’s 
Intipalka and beyond.

We love working with some 
amazing people around the world, 
from winemakers and drinkers to 
Scottish Ballet’s dancers.

We’re sweet on our new English 
Sparklings from Ambriel and 
Breaky Bottom – producing 
award-winning wines right on 
our doorstep.

We’re amazed by the way our 
producers give back to the 
community, from La Riojana’s 
fair-trade work to Elephant 
Hill’s support of the endangered 
Asian elephant.

We do all we can to care for the 
environment, from recycling, to 
working with our organic and 
biodynamic winegrowers. It’s 
all part of our commitment as 
Royal Warrant Holders!

We’re devoted to taking special 
care of our wines (and yours!), in 
the optimum conditions for years 
to come – whether in our 250 
year old Ayr cellars or our new 
warehouse development.

We treasure all wines – so 
whether you’re buying to drink 
now or in the future, you can rely 
on our expert help and guidance.

@corneyandbarrowwww.corneyandbarrow.com

C&B Loves
Here’s what we’ve been loving over our 239 years 
as Independent Wine Merchants….

@corneyandbarrow @corneyandbarrow
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When I started planning this issue 
back in icy December, I wanted to 

explore the concept of love from a unique 
Covent Garden perspective. We all know 
the good, bad and the ugly sides of love, 
but what about the historical, mystical and 
peculiar? We’ve got you covered.

Honouring the community who live and 
work here, we spent many hours pacing the 
cobbled streets asking them what their idea 
of love is in the context of Covent Garden. 
The results are positively life-affirming.

Few people know the area 
better than our cover artist, Vince 
Ray of Rockabilly fame, thanks 
to a career of painting, gigging 
and partying hard over the last 
few decades. The beguiling 
fortune-teller came about as we 
discussed the challenges of love 
and what we’ll do to find it. 

For a look at the history of 
romance, we asked Sotheby’s 
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Head of Jewellery Justin Roberts to explore 
how tokens of affection from times gone by 
can hold just as much sentimental value to 
buyers today. 

Elsewhere, Mick O’Hare takes a gander 
at one of life’s more unconventional 
relationships, as Punch and Judy ‘professors’ 
descend on Covent Garden this spring for 
the May Fayre and Puppet Festival.

Lastly, we are lucky enough to have £1000 
worth of competitions and giveaways this 
issue. Please follow us on Instagram for more 

details @thecoventgardener. 
I’m always hitting the streets 

and exploring new corners of 
the area, so if you see me out 
on the prowl, don’t hesitate to 
come and have a chat about our 
gorgeous Covent Garden!
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Robert Elms, BBC London Radio
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DIARY DATES FOR SPRING
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As the days get longer, here’s a whole 
host of reasons to get out and enjoy  
spring in Covent Garden

PLAN YOUR

DIARY

7TH APRIL AND 12TH MAY CELEBRATING THEIR 10TH ANNIVERSARY    
Clerkenwell Vintage Fashion at the Freemasons’ Hall, Covent Garden

Pick up a piece of fashion history with styles spanning over 100 years. 
Over 50 stands including womenswear, menswear, accessories and textiles, hailing from 

the Victorian era through to the 1990s. London’s go-to fair for quality vintage and 
authentic designer pieces. A favourite among stylists, collectors and vintage lovers alike.  

Plus an on-the-spot alterations service. 11am-5pm (£5 entry)
60 Great Queen Street WC2B 5AZ

www.clerkenwellvintagefashionfair.co.uk

7 March - 27 May
‘Only Human: Martin Parr’ 
at the National Portrait Gallery.

A major new exhibition of works by 
Martin Parr, one of  the world's best-known 
photographers for documenting British life.

Tickets £18
www.npg.org.uk 
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11 APRIL – 21 JULY
‘Edvard Munch: Love and Angst’ 

opens at the British Museum
with the biggest UK exhibition of Munch 
Prints in 45 years. A major highlight of the 
exhibition will be The Scream which is one 

of the most iconic images in the world.
Tickets £14

www.britishmuseum.org

21 MARCH
Bus Fare: Stories of the London Bus

Social historians Travis Elborough and 
Joe Kerr embark on a journey celebrating 
the unique relationship that Londoners 

have with one of our most iconic modes of 
transport and discuss what routes are best 

loved and why.
Tickets £12/£10  Time 7pm (hour and half )

 www.ltmuseum.co.uk

4 APRIL 
London Made Us: A memoir of a 

Shape-Shifting City
BBC broadcaster, author and Covent Garden 

devotee, Robert Elms will take guests back 
through time and place to a myriad of Londons. 

All the talks take place in the Cubic Theatre 
Tickets £12/£10  

Time 7pm (hour and half )
 www.ltmuseum.co.uk

20 APRIL
Feast of St George at Trafalgar Square

A day full of fun games, good food and of 
course the brilliant Pearly Kings and Queens. 
There's no better excuse to wave a flag, enjoy 

tea, cake and great entertainment.
12-6pm No tickets required

www.london.gov.uk
(they also meet monthly at St Paul's Church)

AT THE END OF APRIL
The Beach Bar at The Montague on The 

Gardens Hotel opens for the season.
Enjoy cocktails alongside real sand, a beach-hut 

cover, palm trees and a backdrop of a tropical 
landscape. You'll feel like you're basking in the 

Bahamas rather than in the heart of central 
London. 

www.montaguehotel.com

13 MAY
COVENT GARDEN MAY FAYRE

Celebrate the 357th birthday of  
Mr Punch at The Actors' Church. Attend the 
midday service with Mr Punch in the pulpit 
then spend the afternoon watching puppet, 

music and dance performances. 
Everyone is welcome

DURING THE EASTER 
HOLIDAYS  

Make a beeline for the Sweetheart Bakery 
to experience their fantastic Simnel Cake. 
A traditional fruit and marzipan-topped 

cake to savour at Easter time.
34, The Piazza T: 020 7240 5039

sweetheartcupcakes.co.uk 

PICTURES THROUGHOUT 
SPRING

Apple Store Covent Garden holds 
Photography and Video masterclasses for 

adults and children.
Learn essential photo skills and 

experiment with their Photo Lab.
www.apple.com/uk/today/coventgarden/

4
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CHING COURT is a deliciously romantic meeting spot nestled between Monmouth, Mercer and Shelton Street. Many an illicit 
rendezvous has been held here, hidden away from prying eyes. Only open during daylight hours, if you visit in spring you will be 

rewarded with a cascade of cherry blossom. Ching Court was named after the pioneering Comyn Ching ironmongers and contains 
the largest number of listed buildings in the Seven Dials area. Ever since its restoration by renowned architect Terry Farrell 

between 1982 and 1988, it has been regarded as one of the most charming and serene spots in Covent Garden.
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ROMANCE BLOSSOMS
 HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT

 



B IVANA NOHEL'S Break-up 
Condolence cards, £5.50 each or £25 
for a pack of 7 www.ivananohel.com
C ROSEHEART JEWELLERS
18 Carat Gold Single Rose-cut 
Diamond Ring £1,153.00
 www.roseheartjewels.co.uk 
D ATELIER COLOGNE 
The most loved and sought after Cologne 
Absolue is  their Santal Carmin, £225 
200ml www.www.ateliercologne.com
E STANFORDS Paperweight 
Planetary £36.99 www.stanfords.co.uk
F PAPOUELLI Moonstripe White 
leather trainers from £95.00 
www.papouelli.com
G BENJAMIN POLLOCK'S TOY 
SHOP Punch and Judy Model Pop Up 
Theatre, £8.99
www.pollocks-coventgarden.co.uk
H VINCE RAY, THE WEIRD 
AND TWISTED TALE  Our  cover 
artist's first self-published book. If 
you like guitars, hot-rods, devil girls 
and rock’n’roll voodoo this should be 
gracing your shelves, £10 
www.vinceray.com
I CLERKENWELL VINTAGE 
FASHION FAIR Lesage Embroidered 
Cuff, POA. The next two fairs are on 7th 
April and 12th May at The Freemason's 
Hall, Great Queen Street
www.clerkenwellvintagefashionfair.co.uk
J SWEETHEART BAKERY
Slogan Rich, Iced Biscuits Lollies can also 
be preordered and customised. From £4
www.sweetheartcupcakes.co.uk
WIN YOUR OWN SWEETHEART 
AFTERNOON TEA FOR TWO
To enter, follow @thecoventgardener 
and  tell us who you would share 
your tea with
K THE HUMBLE CO. Bamboo 
toothbrushes, £3.99 A proportion from 
each sale goes towards funding the Humble 
Smile Foundation, a cause dedicated to 
providing healthcare products to those 
who need it most. 
www.thehumble.co
L ARAMINTA CAMPBELL
Hand woven British Alpaca Fern Cushion 
£130. (Campbell knows the name of every 
alpaca from where she sources her wool)
www.aramintacampbell.co.uk
M CANVAS POCKET SQUARES  
Their first collection features six pocket 
squares inspired by the theme of 
Seduction. 'Bathe with me' illustrated by 
Claudia Chanhoi is  signed by the artist 
and printed on 100% Habotai Silk. £55 
www.canvaspocketsquares.com

WISH LIST
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Rachel Meddowes discovers the best
 presents in and around the area for Spring

THAT’LL 
DO 

  NICELY…
8

7

9
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WIN £100 THEATRE VOUCHER  
We are thrilled to offer a £100 TKTS Theatre Voucher for a lucky reader to see a show of their choice. 
Follow us on Instagram @thecoventgardener and tell us what shows you would love to see and why.

 at ENO, Until 7 March  Directed by 
the genius Phelim McDermott, 
Akhnaten is a 3-hour Phillip Glass 
opera with an Egyptian Pharaoh at its 
core. Utterly transcendent!

DISCOUNT & 
LAST MINUTE 
THEATRE TICKETS

STAGE WHISPER

Continuing the Jack the Ripper 
theme, be sure to read friend of The 
Covent Gardener, 
Hallie Rubenhold's 
new book The Five: 
The Untold Lives of 
the Women Killed 
by Jack the Ripper. 
Published by 
Penguin, £16.99

The brains behind the continuing success of Benjamin Pollock’s Toy Shop, 
Louise Heard, gives the inside scoop on her favourite shows

WAITRESS at Adelphi Theatre until 19 October I am so looking 
forward to a night of empowering female musical theatre. 
Waitress at the Adelphi will be just the ticket. Get your hankies 
ready for 'She Used To Be Mine' by Jessie Mueller.

 
JACK THE RIPPER: 
THE WOMEN OF 
WHITECHAPEL at ENO
30 March - 12 April
A grim topic but a very 
interesting production, Jack 
the Ripper: The Women of 
Whitechapel tells the story 
of the community of women 
struggling against the odds 
in the East End of Victorian 
London. I am 
fascinated by 
this era and 
location, as this 
was the site of 
the original 
Pollock’s shop.

THEATRE PICKS

at The Royal Ballet  
26 March -11 June 
Breath-taking set 
design makes me tick, 
and many a ballet 
stage designer started 
on a Pollock’s toy 
theatre. My husband 
and I look forward to 
our romantic trip to 
see the Royal Ballet’s 
incredible production 
of Shakespeare’s 
timeless love story. 
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LUCKY IN 

LOVE
I f you wanted to find love in 1793, help was at 

hand: an invaluable book entitled Every Lady's 
Own Fortune-Teller: Or an Infallible Guide to 

the Hidden Decrees of Fate had just been published 
in Drury Lane for the bargain price of one shilling. 
It included most of the traditional methods for 
divining the future - palmistry, astrology, dream-
analysis and card-reading - as well as another more 
unusual technique: keliology, or reading the moles 
on someone's face and body. A mole near the right 
eyebrow foretold a speedy marriage to a rich and 
amiable person but woe betide someone with a 
mole near the left eyebrow, whose 'most sanguine 
wishes' would be disappointed.

People have tried to predict the future since the 
beginning of time. In China a person's face reveals 
their fortune; in India they swear by numerology; 
in Turkey coffee grounds are the window to another 
world. A girl in Yorkshire might sit on a gate and 
look at the year's first new moon through a silk scarf, 
before going to bed hoping to dream of her future 
husband. Everyone knows that if you catch a bridal 
bouquet you will be next to marry and that if you 

Art historian Lucy Moore delves into the 
matchmaking techniques of yesteryear

According to 
Mr. Shakespeare, 

‘love looks not with 
the eyes, but with the 

mind’. So in the search 
for romance, who 

better to turn to than 
the psychics, fortune-

tellers and clairvoyants 
of Covent Garden?

There’s the Psychic 
Readers at Mysteries, 

located on Shorts 

Gardens. Mysteries 
has been London’s 
New Age hub since 
1982 and psychic 
services offered 

include tarot, oracle 
cards, astrology and 

palmistry. Readers are 
available for individual 
consultations as well as 

telephone readings. 

Reader Barbara 
seeks to offer clarity 

THE FORTUNE TELLERS 
OF COVENT GARDEN
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sleep with a piece of wedding cake under your pillow 
you will dream of your true love. Once upon a time 
you would cross a gypsy's palm with silver and she 
would tell your fortune; nowadays people are more 
likely to consult an online astrologer like Susan B. 
Miller - six million readers visit her free site each 
month - or even visit a personal psychic.

Perhaps the most accessible way of looking into 
the future is tasseomancy, or reading the tea leaves. 
Let tea leaves float freely in a cup of hot water and 
ponder a question you want answered as you sip. 
When there's a little water left in the cup, holding 
it in your left hand, swirl the cup clockwise, three 
times. Then invert the cup over the saucer, leave it 
for a minute, and rotate it another three times. Turn 
the cup back up, with the handle pointing south, 
and look for shapes formed by the damp tea leaves 
on the bottom and sides of the cup: these will reveal 
your fate. Leaves on the rim refer to the present, the 
sides the near future and the bottom the far future.  
The interpretation is up to you and the question 
you've asked, but according to a 19th century guide 
of tea leaf symbolism a bouquet indicates good luck, 
a dagger help from friends, a straight line a journey 
and an umbrella, bad luck.

Some methods are especially relevant to the 
fruit market that Covent Garden once was.  Have 
you ever counted the cherry stones using the old 
rhyme Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy (which one will 
you marry?), or twisted off the stem of an apple 
core while reciting the letters of the alphabet to find 
the first letter of your future husband's name?  Peel 
an apple and throw a long strip of peel over your 
shoulder, and the letter it forms will be your future 
husband's initial. It’s healthier than Tinder (at least 
if you eat the apple) though just as unreliable.

and resolution on 
relationship issues and 

can be contacted via 
020 7240 3688 

www.mysteries.co.uk

Just around the corner 
at 71-75 Shelton 

Street is Cartomancer 
Paul O’Mara. Paul 
engages with seekers 

through the lens 
of Tarot and even 

offers a free online 
relationship reading. 

His website is
www.paulomara.com

Across the way at 
132 Charing Cross 

Road is Love, 
Light and Magic 
by sara Psychic 

Love Advice. Sara 
has over thirty years’ 
experience in helping 

people create and 
attract the love they 

deserve, whether 
that be through 

finding new love or 
rekindling a magic 
spark. She can be 

contacted on 
020 7660 1477.



When The Covent Gardener asked me to 
write an article themed around LOVE 
and the wonderful objects that have 

been auctioned over the centuries, I felt spoiled 
for choice. Many memorable pieces bound to 
fascinating romantic stories have passed through 
Sotheby’s, even if those stories didn’t always end 
so well. Furthermore, we have a historic affinity 
with Covent Garden as Sotheby’s founder Samuel 
Baker held his first book sale in 1734 at the Angel 
& Crown in Covent Garden.

With a limit of just 500 words the difficulty is not 
what to include but what to leave out! The jewels 
belonging to Maria Fitzherbert, the mistress and wife 
of the Prince Regent; the Cartier jewels of Princess 
Paley, whose affair with Tsar Alexander III’s brother 
while still married scandalised the Russian court; or 
the jewels of the Duchess of Roxburghe, who was 
presented with her divorce papers by the Duke’s 
butler over breakfast?

One of the greatest house sales of the 19th century 
was the collection of Horace Walpole at Strawberry 
Hill, auctioned in 1842. The sale lasted 24 days and 
was held in the grounds by the celebrated Covent 
Garden auctioneer George Robins. Over 4000 
objects were on offer, including a clock that had 
been given to Anne Boleyn by Henry VIII on the 
morning of their marriage, the weights engraved 
with H and A entwined with lover’s knots and the 
motto “Most Happy”. The sad irony was not lost on 
George Robins, who in the catalogue text said “The 
clock still goes: it should have stopped forever when 
Anne Boleyn died”.

Horace Walpole, as the author of the first gothic 
horror novel “The castle of Otranto” and creator of 
Strawberry Hill, leads me to my next exhibit - the 
Donnersmarck diamonds, sold by Sotheby’s Geneva 
in 2007, and once owned by the famous Parisian 
courtesan La Paiva Lachmann. Born into poverty, 
she met the immensely wealthy Count Henckel 
von Donnersmarck in 1855, marrying him in 1871. 
Renowned for her lavish parties, her jewel collection 
was said to rival that of the Empress Josephine, while 
the Donnersmarck diamonds’ colour was said to 
match that of the marble staircase of her Paris home. 
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A LOT 
TO BE DESIRED
Sotheby’s jewellery specialist Justin Roberts 
sells us on love



1) The Duchess of 
Windsor’s favourite 
diamond bracelet (above 
left) by Cartier supports 
nine gem-set Latin crosses, 
each representing special 
moments of her life during 
the years 1934-44. 

2) A heart-shaped emerald, 
ruby and diamond brooch 
by Cartier applied with 
the initials W.E. (Wallis, 
Edward), commissioned 
by the Duke in 1957 to 
mark their 20th wedding 
anniversary. 

3) A Cartier gold cigarette 
case (below right) - a 
gift from Mrs Simpson 
to the Prince of Wales – 
engraved “David from 
Wallis Christmas 1935”. 
The enamelled routes on 
this piece refer to holidays 
enjoyed by Prince Edward 
and his guests, including 
Mrs Simpson, during 
1934, 1935 and 1936.

The Donnersmarck 
diamonds (main photo) 
Sold by Sotheby’s in 2007, 
these diamonds were 
originally part of a single 
jewel. In 1878 Chaumet 
set the cushion-shaped 
diamond as part of an 
aigrette and the pear-
shaped diamond as part of 
a pendant/bracelet centre 
for La Paiva. In 1888 the 
stones were remounted for 
Princess Katharina Henckel 
von Donnersmarck. The 
sheer size, colour and cut 
of these two stones are 
remarkable and they 
are very reminiscent 
of the fabled 
diamonds 
of India.
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‘...Sotheby’s 
founder 

Samuel Baker 
held his first 

book sale 
in 1734 at 
the Angel 
& Crown 
in Covent 
Garden.’

Justin  Roberts, 
Jewellery Specialist,
Sotheby’s

The Jewels of the Duchess Of Windsor, which give an 
insight into her life with the Duke. 

 Three of the signature Jewels from 
one of the greatest jewellery 

collections of all time 

When she died in 1884 aged 64 the Count was 
distraught, preserving his beloved’s embalmed body 
in the Neudek Palace, only to be discovered by his 
discontented second wife. A very gothic end to a tale 
of love and romance.

One of the most celebrated love stories, and 
auctions, of the 20th century is that of The Duchess 
of Windsor in 1987. Edward VIII abdicated to 
be with the woman he loved, Wallis Simpson, and 
her Cartier bracelet adorned with a wedding cross 
celebrating their marriage of 1937 was sold for 
£237,000 in 1987. In 2010 it was auctioned again 
in London, this time for £500,000, testament to the 
enduring fascination for this great romance.

More recently the collection of Vivien Leigh 
was auctioned in London in 2017 where her gold 
wedding ring from Laurence Olivier, simply and 
emotively inscribed “Eternally”, sold for £30,000.

I shall end where we began, with that great 18th 
century man of letters, Horace Walpole. 

“This world is a comedy to those that think, a 
tragedy to those that feel”.
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PUNCH AND JUDY

MUST 
THE 
SHOW 
GO ON?
S omebody always spoils the party don’t they? In an 

issue devoted to love this is a story of the opposite. 
And let’s face it, there’s no way to sugar the pill: Mr 

Punch is a misogynist wife-beater.
But there’s also no denying that Punch and his wife 

Judy are a Covent Garden institution – shows have 
taken place here since the 17th century. This spring 
the May Fayre and Puppet Festival brings Punch and 
Judy practitioners to St Paul’s churchyard for their 
43rd convention. And overlooking the western piazza 
is the eponymous pub, opened in 1787 and visited by 
thousands every year. 

So despite apprehension about Mr Punch’s cruelty, 
children have been entertained for centuries invoking 
far more laughter than distaste. Who are we to complain 
about violence amid the jollity?

At this point I should nail my colours to the mast: I 
was never a fan as a child. I’d like to say it was nascent 
political opposition to patriarchal brutality, but it was 
actually because Punch is a bit scary and (to me at least) 
not very funny, in the same way I never found clowns 
amusing, merely sinister. 

Nonetheless, Covent Garden’s shows attract gaggles 
of shouting, giggling kids. The appeal is clearly enduring. 
So when the BBC first reported in 1999 that councils 
in Wiltshire and Essex were considering banning 
shows because Punch was a bad role model there were 
predictable sighs of “political correctness gone mad”. 
Marriage guidance counsellors at Relate even offered 
to help him with his “bullying and communication 
skills”. Were they getting their knickers in a twist? Barry 
Council in Wales decided they weren’t – in 2016 they 
pulled a show because it “trivialised violence”.

Of course, Punch and Judy puppeteers (known as 
professors), are having none of it. “Shows are a classic 
case of the baddie getting his come-uppance,” says retired 
professor William Ventress. “Except he always cheats the 
hangman,” he adds laughing. “But the point is the law 
comes for him. When he cries ‘That’s the way to do it’ 

Mick O’Hare gets all dolled up
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PUNCH AND JUDY

and hits his wife and everybody else, kids often shout 
back ‘no it isn’t’. Children distinguish between reality 
and entertainment, they know this isn’t a real man 
hitting people.” Bethan Marshall, education lecturer at 
King’s College in London, agrees. “Punch is made to 
look a fool,” she says. “His violence is a manifestation of 
his impotence.”

But while that’s true, it’s not like we live in a 
misogyny-free society is it? Does it normalise such 
behaviour? “Nonsense,” argues Ventress. “The constable, 
the hangman or the devil always turn up to make Punch 
pay for his wickedness.”

It’s getting complicated isn’t it? So for the uninitiated 
what on earth does happen in a Punch and Judy show? 
Of the eclectic mix of puppets, some appear in all shows, 
others have the odd cameo. And while the story varies it 
generally starts with Punch babysitting the couple’s baby. 
This goes badly, the baby cries, he hits it with a stick, 
Judy complains, so he hits her and she hits him back. 
Not surprisingly the constable arrives and more fighting 
ensues. Plots then differ but often it’s “time for dinner” 
and a string of sausages appear, attracting a crocodile (are 
you still following?). Punch fights everybody, including 
the doctor checking the baby and eventually Punch is 
set to be punished. In earlier times he would cheat the 
hangman by fooling the incompetent lawman into 
putting his own neck in the noose, but more recently 
the devil comes for Punch. And, of course, he fights the 
devil. And wins; hence the term “pleased as Punch”.

The show is based on the stock characters of 16th-
century Italian commedia dell’arte theatre, but British 
Punch has his own birthday, 9 May, when in 1662 diarist 
Samuel Pepys first saw the show in Covent Garden, 
forever linking it to the area.

So although it’s a multifarious, macabre hotchpotch 
of interwoven theatre with ritualistic violence, it 
remains fiction, understood by its audience as such. So 
are objectors guilty of looking at the past through the 
prism of modern-day sensibilities? Probably, but even so 
those sensibilities have spawned what might be termed 
‘politically correct’ versions of the show.

Glyn Edwards, long-serving member of the Punch 
and Judy College of Professors identifies New Age 
Punch, Radical Punch, and Judy and Punch (offering a 
smattering of matriarchy) as all subverting the original 
to tune with progressive society. Edwards updated his 
own performances by removing the hangman after 
capital punishment was outlawed in the 1960s.

So enough wrangling. Punch and Judy is entertainment 
– thumbing its (crooked) nose at modern orthodoxies 
– not gender politics writ large. Children love it and 
Covent Garden is its spiritual home, so who are we to 
stop history in its tracks? Maybe liberal snowflakes like 
me are the only ones wanting Mr Punch to, erm, pull his 
punches. His many fans certainly aren’t…

Altogether now… “That’s the way to do it!”

‘In earlier 
times he 

would cheat 
the hangman 
by fooling the 
incompetent 
lawman into 
putting his 

own neck in 
the noose, 
but more 

recently the 
devil comes for 

Punch. And, 
of course, he 

fights the devil. 
And wins; 

hence the term 
“pleased as 

Punch”.
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THIS PORTER'S WIFE (OR IS IT?) STEALS A KISS AT THE COVENT GARDEN FLOWER MARKET

In this year’s Honours List our favourite Covent Garden photographer CLIVE BOURSNELL received the British Empire Medal 
from the Queen for services to photography. He has published two books dedicated to Covent Garden. In the late 1960s and early 

1970s he shot thousands of photographs of the markets, capturing the end of an era before Covent Garden changed forever.

FOR  INFORMATION ON CLIVE’S WORK OR TO PURCHASE PRINTS PLEASE VISIT  WWW.CLIVEBOURSNELL.COM

COVENT GARDEN 1970



three hours of double entendre, 
innuendo and bawdy satirical 
performance. Cross-dressing men 
played female witnesses whilst 
famous lawyers of the time were 
imitated by actors and comedians. 
Victorian women were not always 
welcome on the late night social 
scene and in the case of ‘song and 
supper’ venues like the Garrick’s 
Head, it was only in the 1860s 
that they were gradually allowed to 
attend. 

The jury was selected from the 
audience, and as the popularity of 
Nicholson’s mock trials spread, this 
soon came to include renowned 
writers like the young Charles 
Dickens, actors and even members 
of Parliament! For all the crude and 
salacious jokes, Nicholson’s Judge 
and Jury Society often provided 
witty political commentary on the 
day’s current affairs. Of course, 
this style of commentary was not 
for everyone. As one particularly 
aggrieved viewer described it, ‘the 
entertainment was undoubtedly 
clever, but was so full of grossness 
and indecency… as to render it 
wholly disgusting.’

Indecent or not, the Judge and 
Jury Society enjoyed widespread 
popularity during its existence. Lord 
Chief Baron Nicholson even went 
‘on circuit’ on several occasions, 
taking his court to provincial towns 
to stage trials for local controversies 
– proving that the laws of love and 
marriage are a source of inspiration 
(or disapprobation!) for all.

17
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COVENT GARDEN VALUES

Covent Garden has long 
been a site of love, loss and 
drama. The tales of passion 

played out on the stage of the Royal 
Opera House give substance to 
this idea. Yet in the 1840s, behind 
closed doors, the human condition 
was subject to rather different 
interpretation. In a room at the 
Garrick’s Head and Town Hotel, 27 
Bow Street – located just opposite 
the present day Opera House – a 
man named Renton Nicholson 
began his ‘Judge and Jury Society’. 

The “Society” performed mock 
trials of contemporary public 
scandals such as seduction, adultery 
and divorce with up to a hundred 
men present. The “court” was 
presided over by ‘Lord Chief Baron’ 
Nicholson himself: a pot-bellied, 
whip-smart, ‘wholly unprincipled 
fellow’ who had experienced his 
own brushes with the law for unpaid 
debt. One handbill featured in the 
theatrical press promised to ‘illustrate 
the stratagems and contrivances of 
the art of seduction’ in the case of 
Meekmaid v. Rushington, a ‘Breach 
of Promise of Marriage’. Audience 
admission cost a shilling and this 
included a cigar and complementary 
glass of grog, of course!

Once the audience was settled, 
a gowned crier announced the 
entrance of Baron Nicholson who, 
adorned in a judge’s wig and robe, 
dutifully bowed to the bar, took his 
seat on the bench, and summoned 
his ceremonial cigar and brandy 
from an usher. What followed was 

Sophia Razvi finds satire was alive and well in a peculiar 
mid-19th Century sideshow

LAUGHED 
INTO COURT!

‘The entertainment was undoubtedly clever, 
but was so full of grossness and indecency… 

as to render it wholly disgusting’
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C ovent Garden, with 
its picturesque streets, 
world-renowned theatres 

and celebrated restaurants, is the 
perfect place for a date in London. 
Clos Maggiore, on King Street, 
is regularly voted the city’s most 
romantic restaurant; and celebrity 
hangout, The Ivy, has hosted guests 
from Brad Pitt to the Beckhams. 
But the area’s history is less 
romantic than the fairy-lit piazza 
and live string quartet might lead 
you to believe. 

As far back as the 17th century, 
Covent Garden was the epicentre 
of an entirely different kind of 
love. King Charles II granted the 
Theatre Royal and the Royal Opera 
a monopoly on spoken drama in 
1662, inadvertently creating a vast 
market for the sex trade. Prostitutes 
– known as ‘Covent Garden nuns’ 
– would often wait outside theatres 
to tout for business as the audiences 
left, and several of the city’s most 
renowned prostitutes used their 
notoriety to forge successful acting A
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‘...Most 
of Covent 
Garden’s 

high-profile 
affairs have 
played out 
away from 

prying eyes.’

Charlotte Couldrey on the scandalous past of Covent Garden
DANGEROUS LIAISONS careers. Nell Gwyn, the famous 

17th century courtesan, started out 
performing at the Theatre Royal 
Drury Lane, where she caught the 
eye of King Charles II. She quickly 
became his mistress, and their 
relationship lasted until his death 
17 years later.

With romance being played out 
onstage every night, actors and 
actresses would often fall into each 
other’s arms after the curtain fell. 
But some of the greatest theatrical 
relationships haven’t been 
romantic at all. Prima ballerina 
Margot Fonteyn was 42 and 
considering retirement when she 
first met Rudolf Nureyev, 19 years 
her junior and recently defected 



from Russia. 
Their initial pairing was almost 

by accident – Fonteyn had been 
committed to dancing Spectre 
de la Rose with John Gilpin – 
but from their first performance 
at the Royal Opera House they 
electrified the audience with 
their incredible chemistry. 
They toured the world as part 
of the Royal Ballet, and danced 
almost exclusively together until 
Fonteyn’s semi-retirement ten 
years later. Despite hints at a 
romance between the pair, their 
relationship remained platonic 
(Nureyev was homosexual and 
Fonteyn happily married), but 
their fiercely intense friendship 

COVENT GARDEN AFFAIRS
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‘If I catch 
you and 
my son 
again in 

any public 
restaurant 

I will 
thrash you.’

lasted the rest of their lives and 
continued to capture the public 
imagination. 

Of course, most of Covent 
Garden’s high-profile affairs have 
played out away from prying 
eyes. Rules, the oldest restaurant 
in London, on Covent Garden’s 
Maiden Lane, became notorious 
for playing host to clandestine 
meetings. Dark, anonymous 
corners and impeccably discreet 
staff made it the perfect meeting 
place for lovers’ trysts. A special 
curtain was erected so Edward VII 
and his mistress, Lillie Langtry, 
could eat undisturbed, then slip 
away up a secret staircase for 
an even more private moment. 

The restaurant’s reputation is so 
established that authors from 
Graham Greene to Rosamond 
Lehmann have included it in their 
novels as a rendezvous for illicit 
adventures. 

The Savoy, one of Covent 
Garden’s most glamorous hotels, 
has hosted many couples in its 
130-year history. It was frequently 
cited in Oscar Wilde’s trial for 
gross indecency as a meeting 
place for him and his lover, Alfred 
Lord Douglas (known by Wilde 
as Bosie). The openness of the 
affair so enraged Bosie’s father, the 
Marquess of Queensberry, that he 
threatened Wilde: “If I catch you 
and my son again in any public 
restaurant I will thrash you".

The Savoy’s romantic heritage 
also includes one of Hollywood’s 
starriest couples, Vivien Leigh 
and Laurence Olivier, who first 
met in the hotel’s lobby; and the 
future Queen Elizabeth and her 
husband-to-be, first seen in public 
together at a wedding reception in 
the forties. 

From prostitutes to princesses, 
Covent Garden has been through 
a radical transformation over the 
years. But despite its less than 
salubrious beginnings, the area has 
more than earned its place as the 
romantic heart of London. 

WIN 
an exquisite seasonal bouquet 

specially created by the talented 
Savoy Creative Floral team.

QUESTION...
Which Hollywood actress first 

met her British actor beau in the 
stunning lobby of The Savoy?

Send the correct 
answer to us on instagram  

@thecoventgardener

Have your bouquet delivered 
straight to your door!

 (within London)
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As this is a our version 
of a 'Love Issue' we 
armed ourselves with 

special chalk boards and 
posed our beloved neighbours 
one simple question... "What 
do you love most about the 
area?" In a heart-warming 
show of unity, all 100 asked - 

27 pictured here – said they 
love their community, their 
roles in it and its history. 
The people you see here 
represent the foundations of 
our community, creating the 
unique experience that makes 
locals, guests and sightseers 
keep coming back for more.

SHOW ME LOVE
The Covent Gardener  hits the streets of Covent
Garden to ask the community one question... 
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CELEBRATE SPRING 
AND DISCOVER 
THE WORLD’S 

BEST GIN AND THE 
WORLD’S BEST 

LONDON DRY GIN 
AT THE

 PORTERHOUSE
WHO ARE 
OFFERING 

A SPECIAL 10% OFF 
ALL GINTONICS 

THIS MARCH 
AND APRIL 

From Monday to 
Thursday 5-8pm only. 
Let The Porterhouse 

know you saw 
the offer in 

The Covent Gardener 
to receive your

 discount!

VOTED THE WORLD’S BEST GIN &

 THE WORLD’S BEST LONDON DRY GIN 

AT THE 2019 WORLD GIN AWARDS
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This chic Italian brasserie offers 
all-day dining with a cosy home-
cooking-inspired menu. Think 
handmade pasta, freshly rolled thin-
crust pizzas, and seasonal seafood 
like your granny used to make. 
Enjoy pre-theatre dinner or post-
theatre cocktails in the fabulous 
gilded bar amongst the flamingos. 
Ideal for an intimate dinner for two, 
it also has two private dining rooms, 
The Blue Room and The Flamingo 
Room, accommodating up to 18 
people - perfect for a celebration.
www.ritorno.co.uk/coventgarden
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RITORNO

ROSEWOOD  
Book in for a very special 

candlelit dinner in the 
enchanting Mirror Room. 

Enjoy a five-course seasonal 
menu created by Executive 

Chef Martin Cahill. 
www.rosewoodhotels.com

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
So many decisions, so little time... The Covent Gardener is here to help with a 

selection of our favourite local restaurants

SPRING AT STICKS’N’SUSHI  
Known for their commitment to 

sustainability, Sticksnsushi has a zero 
food waste policy. With an extensive 
variety of sushi and vegan options it's 

hard to know where to start so we always 
opt for their brilliantly conceived sharing 

platters  - choose from Fireworks, 
Mixed Emotions and Perfect Day.

www.sticksnsushi.co.uk

PORT HOUSE
Cellar-like and candlelit, this is 
a delightful traditional Spanish 

tapas bar.

we recommend: 
Trio de Hamburguesas; Piri piri 

chicken and pulled brisket sliders
www.porthouse.ie

ENEKO BASQUE 
KITCHEN & BAR

We can’t wait to raise a glass 
of Cava when our favourite 
Basque restaurant in town 

reopens this spring. Look no 
further than their signature 

pintxos, perfectly grilled fish 
and delectable desserts. 

www.eneko.london  
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LOCAL NEWS

MIX IT AT THE 
MONTAGUE 

HOTEL
Table-side cocktail making 

tutorials will ensure you 
never forget how to shake 
the best aperitifs in town. 

Book in for the 'Mix It' 
experience from £39 

for 2 hours.
www.montaguehotel.com

RITORNO ARE 
OFFERING 10% OFF

Pre- or post-theatre 
dinners - mention that you 

saw this in 
The Covent Gardener.  

For more information see our 
restaurants feature on page 23.

LOOK OUT FOR 
The new Walker Slater 
shop on Great Queen 

Street. This will be 
their second tailoring 

emporium on the 
street.

www.walkerslater.com

BOOK OF THE MONTH 
CLUB AT GOLDSBORO 
BOOKS CECIL COURT

The world's largest Signed First 
Edition Book Club. When you join 

you will receive a free book and 
10% off every purchase and special 

previews and offers on exclusive and 
forthcoming titles.

www.goldsborobooks.com

AN HOUR TO SPARE
Historical Highlights 

tour at Somerset House 
every Thursday and 

Saturday. Meet in the 
Seamen's Hall in the 

South Wing. Discover 
its different eras of 

architecture and unusual 
staircases. 

www.somersethouse.org.uk

TENS OF THOUSANDS
of letters, cards, invitations and parcels are posted every day 
in Covent Garden. Visit Mail Boxes Etc on Bedford Street.

www.mbe.co.uk/coventgarden

FOR YOUR INFORMATION...
We at The Covent Gardener are available to come 

up with concepts, design and content for brochures, 
guides and in-house magazines. Please get in touch by 

emailing  jeannine@thecoventgardener.com

THE ORIGINAL REBORN
We’re excited to visit One Aldwych when it reopens 

this Spring. Built in 1907 for The Morning Post 
newspaper, the legendary building is one of the finest 
examples of Edwardian architecture in London, and 
has many admirers. Hang out in its new look Lobby 
Bar and Indigo restaurant, and dream of staying in 

one of the sophisticated rooms & suites.
www.onealdwych.com  

 TABLES TURNED
SticksNSushi have given 
us some insider Japanese 

knowledge about the 14th 
March. On this day – known 

as White Day – men who 
have received gifts on 

Valentine's must repay the 
deed. Only this time, the 

presents must be three times 
larger. Quite the deal for the 

Japanese women.

FOR 40 
YEARS 
The Covent Garden 

Community Association 
(CGCA) has been 
the representative 

voice of the residents, 
business community 

and working population 
of  Covent Garden, 
actively protecting 

and promoting their 
interests. 

www.coventgarden.org.uk

THERE ARE OVER 

RESIDENTS IN 
COVENT GARDEN 

7000
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MILD MAY AT THE HARP
Having just won The Evening Standard Best Pub Award, we are 

delighted to report that The Harp are brewing their first Mild Ale, 
with the help of Dark Star Brewery.  It is available on hand-pump 
everyday throughout the month of May (ale drinkers call it Mild 

May). It’s a Dark Star recipe called ‘Over The Moon’.
www.harpcoventgarden.com

COVENT INJURY & 
REHABILITATION CLINIC  

Fit2function clinic is based within Jubilee 
Hall Gym. They specialise in treating back 

pain, sciatica and sports injuries offering 
state-of-the-art K-laser and Shockwave 

therapy. 
Call 02071172076 to find out more.
We are lucky enough to be able to 

offer one reader a consultation and 
treatment with the Fit2Function clinic 

worth £80  
Send us a message via Instagram  

@thecoventgardener for a chance to win. 
www.fit2functionclinic.co.uk

24
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SPORTS INJURY
Fit2Function offering 

state-of-the-art K-laser and 
Shockwave therapy

www.fit2functionclinic.co.uk

DOCTOR
The Museum Practice walk-in clinic 

from 9am -10.30am everyday
T: 020 7405 2739

WORK HARD AT THE GYM
Check out the Sweat Drench 

classes at Gym Box 
www.gymbox.com

HAIR
Colour, Cut,  Style or Blow-dry at 
Sassoon Salon Covent Garden

www.sassoon-salon.com

ROSEFIELD HOMEOPATHY
Homeopathy Practitioner Donna Mills 

has 20 years of experience and the 
remedy to suit your ailment

www.rosefieldhomeopathy.co.uk

POST AND COURIERS
Mail Boxes Etc  Covent Garden will 

send letters, parcels and packets within 
London, the UK or the world 
www.mbe.co.uk/coventgarden

PROPERTY
Saba Properties specialises in selling 

and letting West End properties
(studios, flats and houses)
www.sabaproperties.com

Whether you live or work in the area, The Covent Gardener has the essential contacts you need

BOOK A HOTEL ROOM
Live like a local at our new neighbour 

 The Nadler Hotel where each room has 
its own mini kitchen 

www.nadlerhotels.com

HANDYMAN
Evans Smith plumbing and building

Small and larger jobs undertaken
T: 07890 677 385

FRAMERS
Part of the establishment, family-run 

Staffords Gallery is used by many in the area
(they will frame both old and new works)

 www.staffordsgallery.co.uk

MANICURE
Book into Chanel's Nail Bar 
for a 30 minute appointment 

in their Beauty Boutique
www.services.chanel.com
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CLEANER
Amour Cleaning take on commercial, 
residential and private cleaning work

T: 07538 720 444
amourcleaning@gmail.com



B Fernando Peire, legendary 
host and director of The Ivy, with 
the very well-behaved Zelda.

C The Guinness Book of World 
Records lists Dame Agatha 
Christie as the best-selling 
novelist of all time. Her novels 
have sold roughly 2 billion copies.

D John Logie Baird carried 
out some of the first experimental 
television broadcasts from Long Acre.

E Over 44 million visitors come 
to Covent Garden every year.

F Sotheby’s founder Samuel 
Baker held his first book sale 
in 1734 at the Angel & Crown 
in Covent Garden.

G  Fruit and Veg trader 

HInigo Jones created London’s 
first ‘square’ (1630) in Covent 
Garden and designed the church 
of St Paul, inspired by Palladio.

I Not only was Inigo Jones the 
royal architect, he was a theatrical 
trailblazer whose innovations 
in costume, stage and set design 
were an essential element of the 
development of theatre.

J Alfred Hitchcock, the son 
of a Covent Garden merchant, 
filmed Frenzy in 1972 in Covent 
Garden Piazza.

K A covent garden Porter

L In 1873, Vincent van Gogh 
worked for the international art 
dealer, Goupil & Cie, located in 
17 Southampton Street.

M Yoda, the street performer.

N According to former cover artist 
Patrick Hughes, Covent Garden is 
at the end of the Rainbow. 

O Eliza James, The Watercress 
Queen of Covent Garden.

P The Punch and Judy 
public house was built in 
1787, survived the bombings 
of  the Blitz and still retains 
some of the original 
brickwork. 

Q The Grim Reaper 
haunts the St. Paul’s ‘Actors’ 
churchyard.  

R An18th-century covent 
Garden lady of the night.

S From in-store tarot readings 
& palmistry to astrology and 
angel readings at Watkins 
Book on Cecil Court.

T The Mongoose who lived 
in the basement of The Lady. 
Deborah Cavendish’s father, David 
Mitford, would come to work at 
The Lady magazine with his pet 
mongoose, who would hunt down 
the rodents and rats living in the 
basement.

U Martin Powell 1709–1729 
was an Irish master puppeteer. 
His theatre was dubbed "Punch's 
Opera" or "Punch's Theatre" and by 
1711 he relocated to the galleries 
of Covent Garden, at Little Piazza, 
opposite St. Paul's Church. 

V Sameul Pepys witnessed 
the first Punch and Judy show in 
St Paul’s Church. 

W The Moomins, created by 
Tove Jansson, have their very own 
shop in Covent Garden. 

X Benjamin Pollock’s Toy 
shop is a brilliant traditional 
toyshop in Covent Garden.
T: 020 7379 7866
www.pollocks-coventgarden.co.uk 

Y Based in Maiden Lane, The 
Gramophone Company founded 
on behalf of Emil Berliner was one 
of the early recording companies, 
the parent organisation for the His 
Master's Voice (HMV) label.

Z  Voltaire, French philosopher, 
playwright and satirist, lived in 
Maiden Lane between 1727–1728.

8 Nell Gwynn, a long-time 
mistress of King Charles II of 
England, was originally an orange 
seller in Covent Garden.

9  J.M.W. Turner, one of 
the greatest 
masters of British 

watercolour landscape 
painting, was born in 
Maiden Lane in 1775.

: As a boy, British novelist 
Charles Dickens worked 
at Warren’s boot blacking 

factory in Chandos Place. He is 
regarded as the greatest novelist of the 
Victorian era.

; St Martin-in-the-Fields 
is famous for its work with young 
and homeless people through 
The Connection at St Martin-in-
the-Fields.

<  Joanna Lumley, obe is an 
English actress and former model 
who describes herself as having a love 
affair with Covent Garden forever!

= William Blake, English 
poet, painter & printmaker,  lived 
on Great Queen St in 1772. 

a Young Dancer opposite 
the Royal Opera House was built 
by Enzo Plazzotta, an Italian-
British sculptor, who spent most 
of his life in London.

b In 1552 “The Covent 
Garden”, as it was known, was 
seized by Henry VIII and 
granted to the Earls of Bedford.

c Dog Man, street performer.

d Dame Judi Dench received 
her eighth Olivier Award at the 
Royal Opera House. 

e The Bow Street Runners, 
which started up in Covent 
Garden, is known as London’s first 
professional police force.

fThe first reported victim of 
the 1665 plague was right on 
Covent Garden’s doorstep, a 
resident of where Drury Lane meets 
Long Acre. 

g  Thomas Arne, best known 
for his patriotic composition, Rule 
Britannia, was a leading British 
composer of the 18th century.

h Dr. Samuel Johnson, 
writer, essayist, and literary critic, 
lived in Russell St in 1763.

i A ‘Posture Woman’ was 
the name given to 18th-century 
courtesans in Covent Garden. 

j  Guo Yi, a Chinese Sheng 
player, has been busking in The 
Piazza for over 30 years. 

k Eliza Doolittle was a 
Covent Garden flower-seller 
in George Bernard Shaw’s play 
Pygmalion.

l In 1985 on the site of the 
former Jubilee Hall in Covent 
Garden, archaeologists uncovered 
the lost city of Lundenwic, buried 
for over 1,100 years.

m Rumour has it that the ghost 
of Joseph Grimaldi, renowned 
clown of the early 1800s, can 
still be seen tricking and kicking 
actors as they go on stage at the 
Theatre Royal. 

n Robert Baddeley, English 
actor, donated three pounds every 
year to provide cake and wine for 
the celebration of Twelfth Night; 
the ceremony of the ‘Baddeley 
Cake’ has been an annual 
tradition since the mid 1700s. 

o  Master Betty, otherwise 
known as Young Roscius, made his 
West End debut as a child in Doctor 
Brown’s Barbarossa in 1804. 

p The Working Donkeys of 
Covent Garden plaque on the 
corner of Southampton St and 
Jubilee Market celebrates the 
wonderful work of these creatures 
in and around the market 
between 1661 -1974 .

q The Sherlock Holmes short 
stories by Arthur Conan 
Doyle were first published in 
The Strand magazine in Burleigh 
Street off Strand.  

r The Strand Palace 
Hotel. Built in 1909, the hotel 
was one of the many places that 
provided shelter for both guests 
and servicemen during World 
War II.
www.strandpalacehotel.co.uk

sA 19th-century look at 
the Covent Garden Piazza is 
described in The Adventure 
of the Blue Carbuncle, where 
Sherlock Holmes and 
Watson look for clues to find the 
Countess of Morcar’s jewel. 

t Restaurateur Jeremy King 
doing the rounds, on his way to 
visit The Delaunay. 

u Alf 
South was a 
Victorian tattoo 
artist initially 
based in a small 
studio off the 
Strand.
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A COVENT 
GARDENER DAY
If we had our way, every day would be like this...

8.30PM DINE AT ROKA For the best tucked away table in the house sit at the robata counter 
and watch while chefs cook their delicious miso cod and salmon teriyaki in front of you. 

7PM DROP INTO TESCO...
For a bag of dates or to bag a date. 

For optimum potential 
go on Thursday evening 

to find your match.

10AM PLAN YOUR 
SUMMER TRIPS

At the relocated Stanfords in 
Mercer Walk. Flick through your 
newly acquired maps and books 

while you enjoy your first 
cappuccino of the day.

10PM ROMANCE AT ROSEWOOD
Bring your dog and loved one for a 

special night at the Rosewood London. 
Paws will be given biscuits and you 

will be treated to Ruinart and a 
Sweet Goodie from their pastry chef.

4PM FIND OUT 
YOUR LOVE FATE...

Watkins Books in Cecil Court has 
in-store tarot readings, Astrology Tarot 

& Palmistry Angel Reading. 
Book an appointment or just drop 

into the shop from £40 for 30 mins.

MEET AT Ob8...
Standing at 5 metres tall, this 
bright red abstract sculpture 
by artist Steven Gontarski 

symbolises an urban ‘heart’. 
It can be found just around 

the corner from Covent 
Garden in the centre of 
Central St Giles Piazza.
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COME AND ENJOY LONDON’S NORTHBANK
Explore the historic area by walking or cycling to uncover hidden gems.

Claim your free Northbank Guide today 
www.thenorthbank.london
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