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MURDER MYSTERY
WHODUNNIT? 

in collaboration with Roseheart Jewels

Congratulations, you have solved the case and sent us into a Frenzy!

SEND US YOUR ANSWER VIA INSTAGRAM @THECOVENTGARDENER
TO WIN A PIECE OF JEWELLERY WORTH £300 FROM ROSEHEART JEWELS. 

This is no insider job, do the work and receive the sparkling swag you deserve. 

notes: This trail should take around 45 minutes and is wheelchair and pram accessible. 
Please take care when crossing roads. *Clue 5. If the Churchyard is locked, the lamp-posts visible from the gate reveal the same answer.

ANSWER: ⎕ ⎕ ⎕  ⎕ ⎕ ⎕ ⎕

Start: Your 
investigation begins 

at the Theatre 
Royal, Catherine 
Street where the 
ghost of clown 

Joseph Grimaldi 
still lingers and 

causes fright.

Directions: With 
your back to the theatre, 
turn right then left onto 
Russell Street and cross 

at the zebra crossing, 
then turn right onto 

Bow Street.

Clue 1. 
A high-pitched 

scream of a 
different kind can 

be heard here, 
accompanied by an 
orchestra. The 4th 

letter of the 3rd 
word is your 6th 

letter.

Fact: Opposite 
here stands an 

old police station 
where the Bow 

Street Runners, an 
early police force, 

was established 
in 1750. Oscar 

Wilde was 
arrested and held 

here in 1895.

Directions: Continue 
along Bow Street and 
cross over into Endell 

Street, keeping to the left 
side. After a while, turn 

left into Shorts Gardens. 
When you reach Seven 
Dials at the end, take 
the 3rd left exit onto 
Monmouth Street.

Clue 2. Fancy a 
pint? Look around 
the entrance to this 
boozer and discover 

a famous writer’s 
novel. The 1st letter 

of the title is your 
1st letter.

Directions: 
Continue along 

Monmouth Street, 
leading into Upper 

St Martins Lane, and 
cross over onto St 

Martins Lane. After a 
while, turn right onto 

Cecil Court. 

Clue 3. In 1961, number 23 
was the location of the first 

murder case to be solved using 
an Identikit. The 4th letter of 
the 2nd word in this shop’s 

name is your 7th.

Directions: Retrace 
your steps and turn left 
onto St Martins Lane. 

Turn right into
New Row. At the end, 

turn left then turn right 
into Rose Street.

Clue 4. 
Mary has a 

little... On this 
site, a poet was 

nearly ‘done 
to death’. The 
2nd letter of 

his surname is 
your 4th letter.

Directions: Retrace 
your steps and turn left 

onto Garrick Street 
leading into

Bedford Street. Turn 
left into St Paul’s 

Churchyard.  *See 
notes below.

Clue 5. Find the 
Tardis-looking 
box where the 

watchman used to 
lookout for body-
snatchers. The 1st 
letter of the colour 
of this box is your 

3rd letter.

Directions: Retrace 
your steps and exit the 
churchyard. Turn left 
onto Bedford Street. 

Continue
along and turn left onto 

Maiden lane.

Clue 6. Source the 
actors exit where a man 

suffered an untimely 
end! Find a word with 
a similar meaning to 

‘exterior’. The first letter 
is your 2nd.

Directions: Continue along 
Maiden Lane and turn left onto 
Southampton Street. At the end, 

cross over into the Piazza.

Clue 7. Look about you, 
high and low, for this 

famous duo. The 2nd letter 
of both of their names is 

your final letter.

There’s been a murder in Covent Garden! Follow the clues and solve the case by filling
 in the missing letters in the boxes below to reveal the murderer’s name and 

win a piece of jewellery worth £300



Designated Ward Officer for Covent Garden 
who continues to befriend the community.  
She opened the doors of the police archives and 
introduced us to Dr Clare Smith, Historical 
Collection Curator at The Met, plus she gave 
us a tour of many Police Head Quarters & 
Magistrates Courts as well as Charing Cross 
Police Station. We came away with a lot of tales 
to tell...

This winter we encourage you to get out 
and about in Covent Garden detective-style. 
Discover many local facts with our MURDER 
MYSTERY trail (opposite): solve all the clues 

to find out who the murderer 
is and win a piece of jewellery 
worth £300 from Roseheart 
Jewels. The only crime is not 
completing it and letting us know  
@thecoventgardener

T    his Crime & Punishment issue all 
started with a hilarious historical piece 

of information from our neighbours the QI 
Elves, highlighting the pitfalls of 18th century 
Wig Snatchers. This then led us to our cover 
story which could only be a wig. Cover artist, 
writer and curator Juman Malouf read every 
story that was to be featured on these pages, 
and was intrigued by the quirky, weird and 
wonderful stories of Claude Duval, Jenny 
Diver and The Wig Room at the The Royal 
Opera House. She cleverly and intricately 
translated all the elements into a towering 
wig of crime and punishment, 
tails and tales. Juman has been 
a huge supporter of The Covent 
Gardener since its inception and 
a friend of mine since school 
days, so I’m delighted that this 
issue really resonated with her. 

We are indebted to  
PC Dakota McLucas, the 
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As the days get shorter here’s a whole 
host of reasons to get out and enjoy 
winter in Covent Garden

PLAN YOUR

DIARY
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JUBILEE MARKET WINTER SHOPPING
No trip to Covent Garden is complete without a visit to the long-established 

Jubilee Market in the heart of The Piazza. It is celebrating 115 years on this site. 
MONDAYS ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES 5am - 5pm

TUESDAY TO FRIDAY GENERAL MARKET 10.30am - 7pm
SATURDAY & SUNDAY ARTS & CRAFTS 10am - 6pm

  www.jubileemarket.co.uk
Please note that the only day of the year it is closed is the 25th December

JANUARY 2020 DAY TRIP
It is a little know fact that the public can visit and sit in on Court Hearings at The Royal 

Courts of Justice - London’s High Court. The glorious Victorian Gothic architecture 
reminiscent of a cathedral makes it well worth a visit. Get lost in the acres of soaring arches, 

stained glass and coats of arms. Built during the 1870s and designed by George Edmund 
Street, during the works the builders went on strike. Parliament officials had to resort to 

hiring workers from other European countries in order to finish the project. 
During the legal terms the courts are normally in session: 

Mondays 11am - 4pm www.theroyalcourtsofjustice.com

1-24 DECEMBER
Collect your Christmas cards, toy theatres 

and stocking fillers from our favourite 
Benjamin Pollock's Toy Shop. Any excuse 
to gaze at the fantastic array of proper old 

fashioned Christmas cheer.
 Open every day until 6pm
www.pollocks-coventgarden.co.uk

25 DECEMBER & 6 JANUARY
at Corpus Christi 

on Maiden Lane
Christmas Day Service – Wednesday 25th 

December 9:30 am & 11:30 am
The Nativity of Our Lord, Jesus Christ

Monday 6th January  – 6:30 pm
The Epiphany of Our Lord, Jesus Christ

corpuschristimaidenlane.org.uk

JANUARY 2020  
Begin 2020 with a dazzling smile. Based in 

Chandos Place, our neighbours at  
The Covent Garden Dental Clinic have 

been looking after teeth in the area for over 
19 years, including the Royal Opera House 
team. Treatment plans are tailored for you, 

from straightening or whitening to fillings and 
dental implants. www.coventgardendental.com

30 DECEMBER  
 Kick-start the New Year with a performance 

by  LNYDP (London's New Year's Day Parade)  
gather outside St Paul's Church 

from 12:00 to 1:30 pm. 
London’s New Year’s Day Parade 2020 

will begin at 12 Midday, on 1 January. 
Meet at Piccadilly. Everyone is welcome!

27  FEBRUARY
David Hockney drawing from life
For the  first time in 20 years, The National 

Portrait Gallery is putting on a major 
exhibition devoted to David Hockney's 

drawings. There will be 150 works on show.
Friday Lates, each week the gallery is open  

until 9pm with music, classes  and talks.
www.npg.org.uk

FEBRUARY 2020
Art workshops held at the London 

Graphic Centre will inspire you to get 
creative during the darkest month. Think 

painting, taping, drawing and digital.
PLUS  10% off for local businesses 
who sign up to the discount card

www.londongraphics.co.uk

14 DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS AT THE YARDS, 

COVENT GARDEN
Come and see the decorations and enjoy some 

festive cheer.  Join The Yards for wreath making, 
Christmas crafts, free drinks and nibbles and 

choir performances from 12pm. 
Everyone Welcome 

www.theyardscoventgarden.co.uk
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 HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT

PILLORIES IN THE PIAZZA

London’s most famous pillory was at Charing Cross on the Strand. What’s a pillory you ask? The slightly crueller cousin of the stocks, 
an ancient wooden contraption in which the offender’s neck and hands are secured via three holes, forcing them to stand rather than sit. 
Charing Cross was favoured for its ability to draw a crowd where public participation could be acted out in full force. Rotten fruit, dead 
animals and excrement were the go-to tools of spectators, but in certain cases particularly enraged mobs would turn to bricks, maiming 
or killing the captive instead. Sometimes additional punishments were also handed out, such as flogging or cropping (cutting off ears!).
On 31st July 1703, the renowned author Daniel Defoe was sentenced to three days’ public humiliation in this contraption. Best 
known for his novel Robinson Crusoe, Defoe was punished for his criticisms of the English Church, yet on arrival at The Pillory 

he was met with applause. In a rare display of solidarity, the crowd showered him with flowers and not mouldy apples!

 The Covent Gardener’s own set of hand-made pillories. 
Come and discover the Daniel Dafoe in you, we will be in front of St Paul's Church in 

The Piazza waiting for you. All details on Instagram @thecoventgardener
LOOK OUT FOR... 



B SIR JOHN SOANE'S MUSEUM
The Arrest Plate, Inspired by William 
Hogarth’s The Rake’s Progress
£40  www.shop.soane.org  
C STANCE
Vitality Classic Crew Socks, £10.99, 
always take off your shoes
www.stance.eu.com
D LA-EVA FOR PETERSHAM 
NURSERIES  Rosēum Lotion
for the face, hands and body also 
refillable from £20, cleanliness is next 
to Godliness la-eva.com 
E TEA HOUSE Turquoise and 
Gold Floral Cast Iron Teapot, £48.99, 
always time for tea www.theteahouseltd.com
F CASANOVA EROTICA 
An adult colouring book illustrated 
by regular contributor Sonia Hensler, 
challenging taboos and championing
the joy of sex with surprising original 
images,  $18 www.soniahensler.com 
www.mastodonpublishing.com/shop/casanova
G  JUBILEE MONDAY ANTIQUES 
MARKET Black Judges Gavel with brass 
trim, from £30 www.jubileemarket.co.uk 
H ROSEHEART JEWELLERS
Rough black Tourmaline Ring, sterling silver 
with 18ct gold plated highlights. Known 
for protecting against electromagnetic 
radiation £198 www.roseheartjewels.co.uk 
I ATELIER COLOGNE
Rose Anonyme, from £65, tells the tale of a 
diamond thief escaping from her lover.  
The Lover Vétiver Fatal, £65 is a detective 
who is on the case www.ateliercologne.com
J HOTEL CHOCOLAT
Milk Chocolate Coins,  £5
90-minute Bean to Bar experiences at 
the Covent Garden branch. Book online, 
£65pp experiences@hotelchocolat.com  
K ROYAL OPERA HOUSE GIFT SHOP 
Royal Opera House Hoodie, in black, £40 
Hug a hoodie. www.shop.roh.org.uk
L  JUBILEE MONDAY ANTIQUES 
MARKET Vintage Police handcuffs  and 
whistle, from £30 www.jubileemarket.co.uk 
M SWEETHEARTS OF THE RODEO
GRAM Boot, liquid gold lambskin leather, 
£995 www.sweetheartsoftherodeo.co.uk
NLONDON GRAPHIC CENTRE 
Type 75 Jet Black, Mini Desk Lamp, £113.99 
www.londongraphics.co.uk
O BENJAMIN POLLOCK'S  TOY SHOP 
Naughty boy, Pinocchio Toy Theatre Circus  
£18  www.pollocks-coventgarden.co.uk
P FINE CELL WORK 
Prison calendar cushion by AA Gill, £85.
Marking off the days, all cushions are made 
by prisoners www.finecellwork.co.uk

WISH LIST
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Rachel Meddowes discovers the best crime 
inspired presents in and around the area for winter
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WIN £100 THEATRE VOUCHER  
We are thrilled to offer a £100 TKTS Theatre Voucher for a lucky reader to see a show of their choice. 
Follow us on Instagram @thecoventgardener and tell us what shows you would love to see and why.

THEATRE SPY

The Old Vic
Until 18th January 2020
This will be Matthew Warchus’s 
third staging of A Christmas 
Carol at The Old Vic since 
taking the helm there as Artistic 
Director in 2015. Brilliantly 
adapted by Jack Thorne (writer 
of the current Harry Potter 
two-part show) and dressed by 
the costumier behind Matilda, 
this wonderful production 
sounds, feels and even smells 
like the living embodiment of 
Christmases past and Christmas 
present. I can't wait to take 
someone who hasn’t seen it yet.

For the hottest tickets in town this winter, who better to ask than 
The Ivy Club’s very own Fernando Peire

Playhouse Theatre
Until 29th February 2020
James McAvoy is one of Scotland’s most successful 

actors ever. From The Last King of Scotland, through 
Atonement, to the X-Men franchise and, more 
recently, M. Night Shyamalan’s Split, he has 

proven himself to be an actor of spectacular 
range and versatility. This is a rare 

opportunity to see McAvoy on stage 
again, and I personally would tip 
him for a first Olivier Award win 
after his three previous nominations. 

THEATRE PICKS

SIX
Arts Theatre 
Until 5 July 2020
When this live concert-
style musical entertainment 
was first presented by 
Cambridge University 
students at the Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival in 2017 few 
people could possibly have 
imagined what a big hit it 
would be. The six wives of 
Henry VIII competing in a 
lively, and hugely uplifting, 
sing-off to establish just 
who suffered most and 
who therefore deserves 
to be queen bee. Sounds 
crazy, eh? But it's booking 
well into the New Year, 
on a second outing at the 
intimate Arts Theatre near 
Leicester Square.

Wyndham's Theatre
Until 13 June 2020 
A new play by the octogenarian British 
playwright Tom Stoppard is like 
a new Bob Dylan album. Will 
it be better than the last? Can 
it possibly be as good as his 
best? 

Leopoldstadt comes to the 
West End heralded as Stoppard’s 
most personal play to date. Taking us back to Belle 
Epoque Vienna, we meet a well-heeled Jewish family 
who, like millions of other jews, will discover the tragedy 
of what it meant to be Jewish in Europe in the first half of 
the 20th Century. 



Mick O'Hare with 
the article he was 
born to write…
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S  tealing a wig from a Whig – whoever heard of 
such a thing? And a hair-raising crime it was too. 
Urban socialites, politicians and the wealthy had 

to beware in case a light-fingered urchin fleeced their, 
er, fleece. In 18th-century London, and across Europe, 
wig-stealing was a lucrative pastime.

Back then, the taller and more flamboyant your fake 
locks, the more likely you were to have them stolen. But, 
by equal measure, the taller and more flamboyant it was 
defined your social status, so what was a gentleman or 
lady of the upper classes to do? Well, apart from steering 
clear of ruffians and ne’er-do-wells, drawstrings and 
buckled straps were added to wigs so that even if they 
received a hefty tug, they would stay attached.

But why were they so sought-after? Well, back in the 
18th and 19th centuries wigs were big business. Because 
they showcased wealth and power, they were bought by 
the rich and wig-makers hiked up prices accordingly. The 
classic, curly, high, powdered wig, known as a peruke, 
would have set the average working man back a month’s 

wages. If it was from the most fashionable of designers 
it could cost upwards of fifty guineas, or £8,000 today. 
Even the powder added to the wigs by valets every 
morning cost a bob or two. It came in a variety of colours 
and tended to be a mixture of beanmeal, wheat and 
cornflour, starch and even plaster of Paris. No wonder 
there were people out to pilfer them.

And they were prepared to use intricate means, 
including monkeys! The simian would be trained to 
prowl along the top of high walls. When a smartly 
coiffured young lady walked by, her peruke reaching 
high above the bricks, the monkey would grab it and 
scarper… But that wasn’t the only elaborate scheme. 
Long poles reached through bushes, boys hid in 
baskets carried on the back of tradesmen and popped 
out a hand, while dogs who could dash through the 
legs of pedestrians in crowded alleys were trained to 
grab wigs knocked from the heads of nobility, and race 
off to meet their duplicitous handlers. In many cases the 
thieves relied on the wig owner being too embarrassed 

BIG WIGS
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF WIGS
The first wigs appeared in ancient Egypt. Look at 
Egyptian artefacts and you’ll see people wearing 
them. It kept the sun off and allowed short hair 
underneath leaving less living space for the then 
ubiquitous head louse. Soon, though, they began to 
represent social status and pharaohs were regularly 
buried with their expensive headgear. 

Wig-wearing kicked off again in 16th-century 
Europe when syphilis was frequently rendering those 
infected hairless. Once again fashion intervened 
and royalty and noblemen began wearing wigs to 
trumpet their social status. Once a king dons a wig, 
you can bet your bottom guinea that courtiers will 
follow suit. And so it proved. Wig-wearing only 
went into decline following the French Revolution. 
Your wig marked you out as a member of the now-
despised aristocracy so wearing one meant you 
weren’t only likely to lose the wig, but probably 
your head along with it. It took a while for the rest 
of Europe and the US to follow suit but by the mid 
19th-century the wig’s kudos had waned.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF WHIGS
When is a Whig not a wig? When it’s a politician 
of course. The Whig Party was the British political 
rival of the Tory Party and ran on a platform 
of constitutional monarchy, liberalism and 
parliamentary democracy until 1859 when it 
morphed into the Liberal Party (today’s Liberal 
Democrats), in much the same way as the Tories 
became today’s Conservative Party. The Whigs 
provided Britain with its first prime minister 
Robert Walpole (a dedicated wig wearer) plus other 
famous leaders including Pitt the Elder and Lord 
Palmerston. Who knows how many of them were 
victims of Whig-wig theft!

by their untamed tresses or bald pate to chase them. 
Even highwaymen got in on the act – often the wig 
atop a traveller would be worth more than the contents 
of their wallets.

Peruke plunderers could expect a lengthy spell in jail – 
sometimes up to three years – but catching perpetrators 
wasn’t easy. Fewer than five per cent of 18th-century 
wig thefts actually came to court. And when the fashion 
for wearing wigs spread to first the American colonies 
and later the independent United States, wig larceny 
followed, but even there conviction rates were low.

More honest but humble folks would actually sell 
their own hair to wig manufacturers, but it wasn’t the 
most lucrative way to earn a living. Considering it would 
take six months minimum to grow enough hair worth 
selling and the most they could earn was a few pennies, 
the profit was all on the side of the wig maker.

But as with all things, fashions change. Wig wearing, 
and thus wig snatching, has declined over the past 150 
years. And now the online urban dictionary tells us 
that in pop culture “wig snatching” means an unlikely 
compliment. If you are unexpectedly impressed you 
proclaim, “I never thought the Bon Iver gig would be so 
kickass. My wig is snatched”. Presumably, not something 
that would have been heard on the streets of 18th-
century Covent Garden (except for the last four words, 
of course).

A WIG-NICKERS POEM
 by John Gay (1685-1732)

Nor is the flaxen wig with safety worn
High on the shoulders in a basket borne

Lurks the sly boy, whose hand, to rapine bred
Plucks off the curling honours of thy head



Fact is stranger than fiction. Or so the cliché 
goes, and our story on wig thieves elsewhere 
in this special Crime and Punishment issue 

of The Covent Gardener seems to bear that out. But 
crime fiction is a huge genre, so it would be remiss 
to overlook it. Especially when the greatest fictional 
detective of all, Sherlock Holmes, often plied his trade 
right here in Covent Garden.

Indeed, The Strand Magazine, in which Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle introduced us to Holmes and doughty 
sidekick John Watson, opened its original offices on 
our doorstep in Burleigh Street. Crowds would gather 
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GARDEN HOLMES
Mick O’Hare has his methods…

outside, awaiting the latest instalment. So Doyle may 
have been delivering stories when he hit on the idea of 
Holmes visiting Covent Garden. 

The author also ate regularly at Simpson’s-in-the-
Strand, the venerable local restaurant famous for its 
roast beef, which opened in 1828. It’s here, at the end 
of The Adventure of the Dying Detective, that Holmes 
declares, “Something nutritious at Simpson’s would 
not be out of place.”

The first 12 Holmes stories appeared between 
1891 and 1892, the seventh being The Adventure of 
the Blue Carbuncle. Thankfully there’s no space for 
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STRAND MAGAZINE HISTORY:
The first monthly issue of The Strand Magazine 
was dated January 1891 although it was on sale 
well before then. Dedicated to general interest 
articles, puzzles and short fiction stories, it sold an 
astonishing 300,000 copies. When it introduced 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes stories 
circulation hit half a million, peaking with his 
story The Hound of the Baskervilles. Doyle wasn’t 
the only crime writer to make their mark in the 
Strand – E. W. Hornung of Raffles fame, Agatha 
Christie and Dorothy L. Sayers all contributed, as 
did Winston Churchill and Queen Victoria who 
donated a sketch. The magazine survived until 
1950 but paper rationing during the war along 
with rising costs forced circulation down. The 
last issue was in March 1950 although a revived 
quarterly of the same name is now published in 
Michigan.

spoilers here, but during their investigations Holmes 
and Watson find themselves in the Alpha Inn, in 
Bloomsbury, north of Covent Garden (the Alpha 
was probably a pen-name for today’s Museum Tavern 
opposite the British Museum). They are searching 
for the source of a goose sold by the landlord who 
directs them to Covent Garden, although they 
wisely pause for a pint first.

They cross High Holborn, walk down Endell 
Street and arrive at Covent Garden, then of course 
a fruit and vegetable market (which doesn’t exactly 
explain the poultry but we’ll let that slide). And as 
we said, no spoilers, but there’s a right old ding-dong 
of an argument over that goose…

The next time Holmes ventures this way is in The 
Adventure of The Red Circle, a dastardly criminal 
organisation. Again no spoilers (or poultry) but 
the snooping is so arduous that afterwards Holmes, 
after first patronising Inspector Gregson of the Yard, 
relaxes by listening to Wagner at the Royal Opera 
House. Holmes appreciated local auditoria because 
in The Sign of the Four he is found in the Strand’s 
Lyceum, presumably after a pre-theatre side of beef 
at Simpson’s.

And if you need an alibi, make yourself known 
at The Sherlock Holmes pub on Northumberland 
Street. It too figured in the stories under a 
pseudonym and was later renamed after him. Eat 
Watson’s favourite dinner of sausages beneath 
photos from Holmes movies, and then visit a replica 
of the detective’s study upstairs!

As for the crime of the century? Well tradition 
dictates that it’s forbidden to write an article about 
Sherlock Holmes without pronouncing “elementary 
my dear Watson” (words which don’t appear in the 
written stories). So at the last minute, we plead not 
guilty, your honour…

THE C.O.D. TRICK  
The classic cash-
on-delivery con. 
An affable courier 
presents you with 
an exquisite parcel 

addressed to your 
significant other. 

"Fiddlers Express, 
£50 please". 

You gladly pay the 
fee, only for your partner 

to later extract from it 
one rancid burnt doll’s head, 

The “1989 ITV Soap Awards" 
videocassette... and a cat bra? 

advice: Anticipate expensive 
deliveries; glamour hurts as does 
losing 50 quid.

LUCKY CHARM SELLER
A time-travelling mystic arrives 
at your door offering shamanic 
tokens essential for protection 
against “evil forces”.

You decline said charm - a 
Pokémon card glued to an old 
Poppy Appeal flower - and the 
sorcerer curses your children to 
grow up to be traffic wardens! 
Traumatised, you reconsider 
and ten pounds does a 
disappearing act.

advice: Don’t let superstition 
get the better of you. If in doubt, 
firmly declare “get thee behind 
me Satan” whilst vigorously 
wafting dried-sage smoke in 
their direction. 

So, dear reader, when is a 
bargain not a bargain? When 
it’s too good to be true.

We may not realise it but we 
are all equipped with a copy 
of the "Pitfalls" bound in our 
natural instincts and printed in 
common sense, and we need it 
today as we did back then. As 
The Major advised, “Keep a dog 
and save your Shilling”. It’s that 
simple.

Living in this magical 
age of mass 

communication, who 
doesn't love a good 
saving? Why pay 
boutique prices when 
one click promises 
str a ig ht-to -your-
door satisfaction. 
On the whole, we are 
well protected from 
the crooks lurking in 
the shadows of the online 
marketplace, but who defended 
the unsuspecting consumer in 
those primitive, pre-internet days?

Step back in time to the 
headquarters of John Bull 
magazine on Long Acre, where 
Major General Sir Wyndham 
Childs heads up the mysterious 
"Investigation Department". His 
publication, ‘John Bull's Book of 
Pitfalls’, was first issued in the 
1930s to unmask the dubious 
fraudsters every housewife 
should avoid.

Through a series of bizarre 
and sinister case studies, he 
exposed the trickery that officials 
struggled to tackle. Childs’s aim 
was to inform and empower, using 
the "hammer blow of publicity" 
to convert these predators into 
prey.

Try these ( fanciful) scenarios on 
for size:

LEFTOVER LINO DODGE  
White-aproned decorators appear 
with excess flooring from a local 
celebrity’s house, and it can be 
yours for just £100!

You eagerly empty the 
housekeeping tin, only to unfurl 
an industrial-sized, Justin Bieber-
emblazoned changing mat... 
advice:  Before snapping up 
a bargain, open those avarice-
clouded eyes. Also, celebrities in 
Morden... Really?

Simon Seddon on the trade of the tricksters
RED FLAG TO A BULL
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FOR  INFORMATION ON CLIVE’S WORK OR TO PURCHASE PRINTS PLEASE VISIT  WWW.CLIVEBOURSNELL.COM

COVENT GARDEN 1970

CASH WAS KING AT THE MARKET DURING THE 70s, 
CHEQUES AND CARDS WERE CERTAINLY NOT ACCEPTED BY STALL HOLDERS.  

FOLDING MONEY WAS ALL THAT COUNTED.

CLIVE BOURSNELL has published two books dedicated to Covent Garden. In the late 1960s and early 1970s he shot 
thousands of photographs of the markets, capturing the end of an era before Covent Garden changed forever.
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for Mary was not an actress or a 
shopkeeper, or even a courtesan 
(those limited but established 

careers for lower-class 
women of the eighteenth 

century), but a 
pickpocket – one of 
the most skilled that 
ever worked the 
streets of London – 
and, in the end, she 
would pay the price 

for her crimes.
Born in Ireland 

around 1700, the 
teenaged Mary made 

her way to London where, 
according to her entry in the 
infamous Newgate Calendar, 

When Mary Young 
scaled the heights of 
her profession, she 

celebrated her success by 
moving into an expensive 
apartment in Covent 
Garden. Fashionably 
dressed, she appeared 
in the best seats at 
the theatre, near 
the royal family, 
and her good looks 
and elegance were 
widely admired. The 
luxurious life for which 
she had worked so hard 
was a far cry from the poverty 
and obscurity of her illegitimate 
birth, but it was won at a cost, 

Lucy Moore pays homage to a light-fingered legend
THE DIVING BELLE

‘...she sat at 
church with 
false hands 

clasped 
over a false 
pregnant 

belly, leaving 
her real 
hands 

free 
to steal 

from her 
neighbours 
in the pew.’

she was soon tempted into a life 
of infamy, becoming mistress of 
the art of ‘conning a cull’ (as the 
thieves’ dictionary had it).  Covent 
Garden, then as now the favoured 
place for the rich at play, was her 
arena.  With each successful theft 
her boldness and ingenuity grew 
and her colleagues began calling 
her Jenny Diver – diver being slang 
for a pickpocket.  

She slid diamond rings off the 
fingers of men she prevailed on to 
help her up when she deliberately 
stumbled beside them; she 
collapsed outside people’s houses, 
sending a fake footman to knock 
on the door to ask if she could 
come in to recover, and then left 
with their valuables; she sat at 
church with false hands clasped 
over a false pregnant belly, leaving 
her real hands free to steal from 
her neighbours in the pew. In just 
one evening’s work she was said to 
have made £70, several thousand 
pounds in today’s money. In 1728 
it was her name – Jenny Diver 
– that the poet John Gay chose 
for his female pickpocket in The 
Beggars’ Opera, perhaps the most 
popular comic opera of all time. 
She is also namechecked in Bertold 
Brecht’s (and Frank Sinatra’s) Mack 
the Knife.  

But the more successful Jenny 
became, the higher the price on her 
head. After twice being arrested 
and transported to America, and 
twice conning and bribing her 
way home, she was eventually 
apprehended and sentenced 
to death. When she went to 
the scaffold in 1741 such was 
her notoriety – or fame – that 
she made her last journey from 
Newgate Prison to the gallows at 
Tyburn (next to modern Marble 
Arch) not in a cart with the 19 
other criminals who hanged 
alongside her, but in solitary state 
in a mourning carriage. It may not 
have been honest work, but tip 
your hat to the dexterity, courage 
and spirit that ensured people still 
sing the name of a lowly thief nearly 
three hundred years after her death.
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frequented by travellers on the 
road to Bath or Exeter who made 
all-too-easy targets. He held up 
a carriage containing a wealthy 
couple, and the woman began to 

play on a flageolet 
(a woodwind 
instrument related 
to the flute) as an act 
of defiance. Duval 
accompanied her on 
his own instrument 
and then asked her 
to dance, while her 
husband looked 
on from inside the 

coach. They danced a courante 
together, and Duval then took 
only 100 of the £400 carried by 
the pair, and let them continue on 
their way. 

His chivalry wasn’t enough to 
protect him from the law, however. 
Eventually the police caught up 
with him, and Duval was arrested 
in the Hole in the Wall tavern on 
Covent Garden’s Chandos Street. 
The pub has survived, and is now 

called The Marquis; 
but Duval, to the 
dismay of many a 
maiden, was hanged at 
Tyburn Tree in Marble 
Arch in 1670. 

His grave can still 
be seen in St Paul’s 
Churchyard in Covent 
Garden. Even in 

death, he’s remembered more as a 
Casanova than a criminal, with an 
epitaph that reads: 

Here lies Duval; Reader, if male 
thou art Look to thy purse, If 
female, to thy heart. Much havoc 
has he made of both; for all. Men 
he made to stand, and women he 
made to fall.

We’re all familiar with 
the romantic image 
of the highwayman: 

twirling his moustache and 
leaving swooning maidens in his 
wake, he’s a fixture 
on the cover of 
romance novels and 
boys’ own adventure 
stories, exuding a 
mystique that no 
other criminal can 
hope to match. The 
term ‘highwayman’ 
has been around 
since about 1617, 
but it was not until the career of 
Claude Duval, born in 1643, that 
the ‘gentleman of the road’ gained 
almost mythical status. 

Duval was born in Normandy 
to noble yet impoverished parents 
who had been stripped of their 
land. He was sent to Paris as a young 
man to work as a servant, and later 
became stable hand for a group 
of English royalists, with whom 
he moved to England. There he 
became a footman of 
the Duke of Richmond 
(who may have been a 
relation) and rented a 
house in Wokingham.

As a prolific drinker, 
gambler and ladies’ 
man, Duval was never 
going to be satisfied – 
or able to pay his bills 
– with the life of a footman, and 
so he turned to highway robbery. 
Despite his extensive career, he was 
known never to use violence, and 
his Gallic charm won him many 
admirers of both sexes. 

His most famous act of 
gallantry took place on Hounslow 
Heath; a lonely, unpoliced stretch 
on the outskirts of London, often 

CASANOVA

Charlotte Couldrey stands and delivers 

MAKING OUT WITH 
A BANDIT

‘...They danced 
a courante 

together, and 
Duval then took 
only 100 of the 
£400 carried by 

the pair...’

‘...Even in 
death, he’s 

remembered 
more as a 

Casanova than 
a criminal...’
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FAMOUS LAST 
WORDS

Hangings took 
place in Hyde Park, 

at the junction of 
Tyburn Road  

(now Oxford Street) 
and Tyburn Lane 
(now Park Lane) 
- also known as 

Speakers’ Corner. 
The gallows at 
Tyburn, or the 
King’s Gallows, 

served as a one-way 
destination for 

convicts for over six 
centuries. Families 
would travel from 
afar to watch up 

to 24 condemned 
souls meet their 

maker, and yes, the 
name Speakers’ 
Corner derives 

from this gruesome 
reality. The final 

utterances of felons 
were often speeches 
directed right at the 

heart of the state, 
opening up debates 

on theology and 
politics which later 

evolved into the 
culture with which 
we now associate 
the area. On 21st 
January 1670 our 

famously charming 
French highwayman, 
Claude Duval, was 
hanged at Tyburn. 
Jenny Diver, gang 

leader and renowned 
cutpurse (see p15 for 

more on Jenny) 
 was also hanged 
there in 1741.   

So rife was the crime 
in London, there 
were 5 different 
execution sites 
across the city. 

Tyburn was reserved 
for felons, but if the 
burning of heretics 

was more your 
speed, you could 

spectate a couple of 
miles up the river to 

West Smithfield.
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candle shop next door. You could buy a 
paper toy theatre at the Pollock Theatre 
Shop. I got Petrushka and played with 
it until it wouldn’t stand up anymore. . 

You are our first cover artist who has 
incorporated every story within the 
magazine into your intricate drawing. 
Please, tell us how you decided the 
pecking order from the hedgehogs on 
the forehead to the stolen money bag 
on the tip of the wig?

I couldn’t decide which story I 
liked best, so I put in something 
from everything: a wig, a thief, guns 
firing, and a stolen money bag. I tried 
to weave in items sold at a market 
(like Covent Garden), meat and 
poultry and fruit and vegetables but, 
eventually, the animals came to life 
and the only fruit left was a pineapple. 
While I was drawing, I listened to the 
first two books in Book of Dust by 
Phillip Pullman. I listen to audiobooks 

There are so many layers that make 
up Covent Garden, past, present 
and future. When you think of the 
area what calls to you?

My family moved to London 
permanently in 1982, but even before 
then London had been a place of 
refuge for us -- first from the war in 
Lebanon, and then from the hot 
summers in Saudi Arabia. We would 

go to Covent Garden: a magical 
glimpse of old London. My 

mother bought me a hand-
made Victorian baby mouse 
with a mouse nanny in a 
stall when I was six, and my 
daughter plays with them 
now. I would use all my coins 
at the Cabaret Mechanical 
Theatre to bring the little 
automated dioramas to life. 
My favourite was a man in 

the bath eating spaghetti. 
There was a bee’s wax 

when I’m drawing. Also, I have 
been reading Beatrix Potter to 
my daughter. These wonderful, 
sometimes fantastical accounts 
of the British countryside I think 
influenced what eventually 
inhabited the wig. Covent 
Garden is represented by the 
clock above St. Paul’s church.      

Which elements of curating the 
current exhibition ‘Spitzmaus 
Mummy in a Coffin and Other 
Treasures’ at the Prada Foundation 
in Milan brought you most joy? 
Please tell us about the drawings that 
you created for the show.

The show is a collaboration with 
my partner, Wes. It was first shown in 
Vienna and its second iteration was 
in Milan (where it is showing until 
January 2020). We spent three years 
learning about and investigating the 
collections of the Kunsthistorisches 
Museum in Vienna and the Ambras 
Castle in Innsbruck. It was fun 
searching through their storage 
facilities and sometimes finding 
objects that had never been seen 
publicly or had been long, long, long 
overlooked. I loved working with 
the various curators who had endless 
knowledge of these wondrous 
paintings and objects which they 
have protected and taken care of for 
years. For the Vienna exhibition, I 
drew twenty-three of the paintings/
objects exhibited in our show. The 
drawings are temporarily replacing 
the paintings/objects in the spaces 
where they are usually displayed in 
Vienna and Innsbruck. Also, for the 
Milan exhibition I drew twenty-
three portraits of the curators we 
collaborated with to bring the show 
about. 

Rumour has it you are working on 
your second book. Are you able to 
give us a little insight into how you’re 
getting on?

I am halfway through the writing. 
I haven’t started illustrating yet 
because I don’t know exactly what I 
want to draw! I am hoping once I 
reach the end of the book a flood of 
ideas will come to me.  

PORTRAIT OF AN ARTIST
Editor Jeannine Saba asks our celebrated cover artist 
Juman Malouf what Covent Garden means to her

The Trilogy of Two
an illustrated tale 

of identical twins is 
Malouf ’s first book 
Available from all good 

book shops.

Adam (right) 
16th Century 

Pear Tree Wood 
H 32cm

Kunstkammer
Kunsthistorisches 

Museum, Vienna 

Eve (below left)
16th Century 

Pear Tree Wood 
H 31.2cm

Kunstkammer
Kunsthistorisches 

Museum, Vienna 
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The Covent Gardener treads the most esteemed boards in the land
THE ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 
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TALES FROM  THE 
LEGENDS & LANDMARKS 

OF COVENT GARDEN 
HISTORY TOURS 

This story tells of a murder on 
the doorstep of the Royal Opera 
House. The lady concerned was 
the British singer Martha Ray 

(1742 – 1779), the mistress 
of 4th Earl of Sandwich. An 

eyewitness stated “I was standing 
outside, just after the play 

finished and I saw two ladies 
and a gentleman coming out of 
the Opera House; a gentleman 

POP-UP
Until 24th December

The Royal Opera House 
Christmas Pop-Up is now open 
in James Street, WC2. Featuring

A range of gorgeous gifts, 
sparkling decorations and 

delicious treats to suit even those 
who are impossible to buy for.

GIVE THE GIFT OF MEMBERSHIP
The best present for an opera or ballet lover would be to give them membership of the Royal Opera House. 

For a year you will receive priority booking ahead of the public, exclusive advance information and access to Royal Opera 
and Royal Ballet dress rehearsals, all while supporting the work of the Royal Opera House philanthropically. 

To find out more, call the Membership team 
on +44 (0)20 7212 9268, email membership@roh.org.uk or visit roh.org.uk/support

I n our society ‘going grey’ is a process 
that is often resisted, but in some 

instances a luscious head of silver 
locks is highly desired. According to 
Caroline O’Connor, Head of Opera 
Wigs and Makeup, natural white hair 
is the most valuable on the market 
and one wig can cost up to £2000. 
This is a painstaking process as each 
hair is individually knotted onto a 
foundation before being 'baked' in the 
on-site wig oven.

The Wig Department is its own 
private hive of creativity and much 
remains a mystery as it is never open 
to the public. O’Connor and the eight 
other permanent members of staff 
work together to make, cut, colour and 
dress every wig that passes through on 
its way to the famed stage.

O’Connor and her team are seasoned 
professionals and they thrive off the 
adrenaline that each performance 
brings. Once, a cast member of Madame 
Butterfly was flown in to London at the 

last minute to cover a role. He stepped 
off the plane and into the capable arms 
of three technicians who were able to 
put him into a bald cap and wig and do 
his make-up en route so he could walk 
out on stage in time.

Flexibility is also key to being a 
wig technician at the Royal Opera 
House. For the company’s upcoming 
production of La traviata (opening 
December 17th) five different Violettas 
will perform across 21 performances. 
Each wig must therefore be designed to 
match the requirements of each leading 
lady. This is where the technicians come 
into their element 
and are able to adapt 
everything to suit the 
wearer, from size to 
skin tone. In total 
there will be around 
50 wigs in this 
production alone – a 
hair-raising feat! 
www.roh.org.uk

AFTERWARDS...
Indulge in a timeless classic and 
take afternoon tea in style at the 
Royal Opera House. Available 
2.30pm - 5.30pm Thursday to 

Saturday, pre-booking advised.in black followed them. Lady 
Sandwich’s coach was called 

and when the carriage arrived 
the gentleman in black grabbed 
Martha by the gown and pulled 
out of his pocket two pistols. He 
shot the right hand pistol at her 

and the other at himself. I believe 
she died immediately, for her 

head hung directly.”
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Caroline O’Connor



wear to the Chelsea Arts Club New 
Year’s Eve party. It was a fancy 
dress party and the couple 
wanted to go along as a drunken 
policeman and woman. 
Sadly Lillian’s response is not 
recorded but a no is assumed!

In the 1960s it was 
decided that to appeal to 
the modern young woman 
the uniform should be a 
well-made, attractive outfit. 
The designer Norman 
Hartnell, who had made the 
Queen’s wedding dress and 
coronation gown, designed 
the clothes while Simone 
Mirman, who frequently 
worked with Dior and 
Schiaparelli, created the hat. 

The uniform consisted of 
a tunic, skirt, white cut away 
collar shirt, cape and bow tie. The 
cape was a beautifully designed 
garment, fastened at the neck 
with an interlinked chain, 
its folds falling gracefully 

In February 1919 for the first 
time since its creation in 1829 
the Metropolitan Police Service 

accepted women into its ranks. The 
then Commissioner called them an 
experiment and was adamant he did 
not want  ‘vinegary spinsters.’ 

The women were to be managed 
by the formidable Sophia Stanley 
whose first task was to arrange 
for the women’s uniforms. When 
faced with a sartorial challenge 
Superintendent Stanley did what 
every women of her class did at 
such a time – she went to Harrods. 
The first official uniform of an 
ankle length skirt and tunic were 
produced by Harrods and paid for 
on Stanley’s account. Footwear was 
knee length lace up boots that had 
been used by women working the 
land between 1914-1918.

The uniforms obviously captured 
the interest of the public as Lillian 
Wyles, one of the first intake of 
officers, recalls that her neighbours 
asked to borrow her uniform to 

Dr. Clare Smith, Historical Collection 
Curator at the Met Police, on the introduction 
of women to the Police Service
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NO VINEGARY 
SPINSTERS

TRAVELLING BACK IN TIME
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BOW STREET POLICE 
MUSEUM  AT THE 

NOMAD HOTEL
We are very much looking 

forward to welcoming our 
new neighbours The NoMad 

hotel when they open in 2020.
Situated on the site of the 

Old Bow Street Magistrates 
Court,  one of the most 

famous courts in the land, it 
promises to be an exciting 

new addition to the area. 
We had no idea that 

they were going to be 
creating a museum in 

the basement.
When we met the 
team they told us 
the building had 

an incredible 
story to tell.

More information 
to follow

NO VINEGARY 
SPINSTERS



Stanfords’s association with crime in 
London began in 1902: 
1) When Sherlock Holmes is on the 
trail of the Hound of the Baskervilles. 
Holmes sends Dr Watson “down to 
Stanfords” for a map of Dartmoor…

2) It certainly isn’t everyday that an 
Embassy in London comes under 
siege and the Metropolitan Police 
have to help rescue those held inside. 
On 30th April 1980 six armed men 
stormed the Iranian Embassy and 
took those inside hostage. Less 
than 24 hours later the Met were 
asking Stanfords to provide the 
most detailed possible maps for the 
surrounding area. On 5th May the 
SAS guided by the maps provided by 
Stanfords brought the siege to an end.

3) Winter is also the best season to 
visit the cinema and who doesn’t love 
the latest action-packed James Bond 
film? Stanfords has been making 
custom maps for the sets of the James 

Bond films for over 10 years. Most 
recently maps for the area around 
Westminster Bridge were 
created for the filming of 
Spectre in which Bond 
shoots down Blofeld’s 
helicopter.
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TRAVELLING BACK IN TIME

SOLVING CRIME
 AT STANFORDS 

www.stanfords.co.uk

CEO Vivien Godfrey has searched the archives for the best crime-associated tales 

along the body. However it was not 
the most practical garment for police 
work. During a foot chase across the 
streets of London it would billow 
out making the WPC look like 
Batman or Robin. 

In 1976 women were allowed 
to wear trousers for the first time, 
followed in 1983 by an ill-fated 
experiment with culottes. These 
days function has replaced fashion 
and the women of the MPS wear 
the same uniform as the men. This 
reflects the progress of women 
within the service.  In 1919 women 
didn’t have the power of arrest but in 
2017 the first female Commissioner 
was appointed. 

The success of the women was due 
to their determination, hard work and 
tenacity. They have certainly proved 
that the ‘experiment’ was a success.

For more information please 
email the Heritage Centre: 

HeritageCentre@met.police.uk 
Twitter @MPSHeritage

Ingenious award winning 
social justice charity 
Key4Life works with 
prisons and ex-offenders 
by connecting them to 
UK businesses.  Their 
YOUNITED Campaign 
looks after young men 
aged 18-30, encouraging 
employers to become 
strategic partners by 
mentoring ex-prisoners, 
offering job opportunities 
and re-introducing them 
to the work place.

The cost of putting one 
participant through the 
Key4Life programme is 

Rachel Meddowes on a charity unlocking potential

A SECOND CHANCE

£5,000 versus the average 
annual cost of a prison 
place in England & Wales, 
which is £37,000. A 
staggering statistic shows 
that only 14% of those 
that have been through 
the charity’s prison & 
preventative programme 
have re-offended, a figure 
four times smaller than 
the national re-offending 
rate of 64% one year post-
release. 

Supported by singers 
Sir Bob Geldof & Nile 
Rodgers, Cherie Blair 
QC & Football Coach 

Tore Andre Flo. Geldolf 
says: “We can’t afford to 
turn away people, we can’t 
afford to limit talent, to 
limit the individual, to 
limit the personality”.

Blair QC adds: “I’m 
supporting Key4Life’s 
Campaign to expand this 
programme, to find many 
more companies and 
businesses that are willing 
to give ex-offenders 
secure and permanent 
employment, and a 
second chance in life”. 

 
www.key4life.org.uk



A TOAST TO TURNER 
Celebrating Dingle Gin 

The Porterhouse are running an Instagram campaign in collaboration with 
The Covent Gardener until the 1st March 2020.  Each week the best photographed posted 

"Toasting Turner" will receive a bottle of Dingle Gin.

For more information follow @porterhouselondon and @thecoventgardener #toastingturner
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
So many decisions, so little time... The Covent Gardener is here to help with a 

selection of our favourite local restaurants

ANTONY GORMLEY ART 
AFTERNOON TEA

Rosewood is hosting a sculpture-
inspired contemporary afternoon tea in 
collaboration with the Royal Academy 
of Arts, to celebrate acclaimed British 

sculptor, Antony Gormley. 
If you were unable to see the show this 

is a great opportunity to visit the Mirror 
Room and experience a tea created by 
Executive Pastry Chef, Mark Perkins. 

He has taken inspiration from 
the incredible sculptures and 

elements of Gormley’s life.
Delicate finger sandwiches and scones 

are followed by incredible Gormley-
inspired masterpieces  including Full 
Bowl, Matrix 11  and Body and Fruit 

Available until Feb 2020
www.rosewoodhotels.com

HOT CHOCOLATE AT THE MONTAGUE 
ON THE GARDENS

Take hot chocolate laced with rum or schnapps 
to warm the cockles at The Montague Ski Lodge. 

Set up on the wooden deck where you will be 
surrounded by pine trees, falling snow, ski racks, 
piste maps and masses of twinkling lights. Voted 
Best Ski Lodge and Winter Party Venue UK in 

LUXLife's 2019 Winter Sports Awards.
www.montaguehotel.com

MODERN TAKE ON A
GOURMET

 KEBAB AT MAISON BAB
Before you dash off to Shaftesbury 
Avenue drop into Maison Bab for 

their pre-theatre menu. 
Try the Bab and Dash, £15 for a 

main, side and drink. We love the 
15 hour pork shawarma with a 

green salad and the Terra Serena 
Prosecco. 

www.maisonbab.com
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PORT HOUSE
Take tapas in the candle-lit cellar at the
Port House. Enjoy jamon croquetas, 

and torta del casar with the finest 
sherries (we always go for the Nectar 

Pedro Ximenez).
www. porthouse.ie

HEARTY, HEALTHY AND HOT  
AT STICKS'N'SUSHI

In the dark and cold months, you need 
something hearty and hot to warm up your 

winter-weary body. Enter the miso soup. 
The Japanese soup, which gets 

its name and distinct flavour 
from a fermented soybean 
paste, is nothing short of 
a miracle meal. It packs a 

ton of enzymes, beneficial 
bacteria and probiotics as 

well as minerals. 
In Japan, it is typically 

served for breakfast, but 
we love it as a quick and 

filling lunch. 

The one served at Sticks’n’Sushi 
in Covent Garden is loaded with 

flavoursome seaweed and filling silk tofu. 

Top tip: Drink it straight from the bowl 
and fish out the filling with your chopsticks. 

www. sticksnsushi.com
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LOCAL NEWS

75 
Between the City 
of London Police, 

who patrol the 
area known as the 
Square Mile, and 
the Metropolitan 
Police, who cover 
the rest of Greater 

London, there are a 
total of 75 stations. 

NEW YEAR CUT AND COLOUR SPECIAL
enjoy a 15% discount at Sassoon Covent Garden. 

Also includes a complimentary conditioning treatment. 
For Appointments call T +44 (0) 20 7240 6635

 www.sassoon-salon.com

THERE ARE OVER 

RESIDENTS IN 
COVENT GARDEN 

MUST VISIT THE 
BRAND NEW RUSSELL&BROMLEY 

store recently opened on Long Acre.
 Still family owned, their focus remains 

on fantastic crafsmanship.

7000
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FIT2FUNCTION 
PHYSIOTHERAPY & 

SPORTS INJURY CLINIC  
Over 2 decades of experience in 

state-of-the-art K-laser 
and Shockwave therapy. 

Strategically tested to alleviate back 
pain, upper back/neck pain, shoulder 
pain, plantar fasciitis, knee injuries & 

joint conditions such as arthritis. 
Call 02071172076 to find out more.

www.fit2functionclinic.co.uk

"MAD" FRANKIE FRASER
A little known fact about Jubilee 

Market is that gangster Mad Frankie 
Fraser had a flourishing flower stall 

here. As a friend of the notorious Kray 
Brothers we are sure that they used to 
buy their Mum her weekly bunches 

from him.

OUR FRIENDS AT 
COVENT GARDEN 

TUBE STATION
Have warned us to always be 
wary of pickpockets. When 

waiting for the lifts or squashed 
inside is when they strike. So 
make sure your bag, rucksack 
or purse are safe at all times 
and don’t be complacent. 
If you need any help the 

London Transport Staff are on 
hand.

CHURCHILL AT THE CORINTHIA
The Corinthia Hotel London is a former British 

Government building. Before becoming Prime Minister, 
Winston Churchill used the hotel as his office. He used 

to love looking out at the window at Big Ben while 
puffing away on his cigars. After the Second World War, 
the hotel was purchased by the Ministry of Defence and 
used as government offices until it was declared surplus 

to requirements.

We have just discovered  Ksyu Art. Commission your 
own hand painted and personalised leather cigar case 

with Churchill or your favourite gansgster  @Ksyyu_art4

LOOK OUT for the ingenious 
redevelopment at Old Brewer’s 

Yard which opens in 2020. It 
comprises a collection of historic 

brewery buildings within the 
Covent Garden Conservation Area 

dating from the 1740s. Owned 
by the Mercers' Company, this 

exciting project will see the Old 
Brewer’s Yard transformed from 

a little-used workers’ yard to a 
bustling open court yard, with 
a beautifully designed walkway 

through to Langley Street.
 In its former life this area was part 
of the brewery company Combe & 

Co Ltd which occupied the majority 
of the block that is bounded by 

Long Acre, Langley Street, Shelton 
Street and Neal Street, but it also 
occupied parts of neighbouring 

blocks, including buildings such as 
16-18 Shelton Street.

£20,220 IS THE TARGET 
Friend of The Covent Gardener artist Magnus Irvin is 

raising money for Prostate Cancer UK by taking part in 
the Clipper Round the World yacht race. His boat will 
leave Fremantle in Australia arriving back home next 
August 2020. At 67 he  is the oldest member of crew. 

We wish him all the best.
 www.justgiving.com/fundraising/captainmagno-clipper-pcuk

* # 0 6 #
MOBILE PHONE NEED TO KNOW

Our local Bobbies have kindly given us a brilliant 
insider tip.  If you mobile is stolen and you go to 
the Police Station you will be asked for the IMEI 

(International Mobile Equipment Identity) 
which is a 15 digit number unique to that phone. 

The police need it to put on their database so it can be 
returned to you if found.

You can find this number by punching in  *#06#
But be sure to keep a copy of it safely at home.

20 YEARS 
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SPORTS INJURY
Fit2Function offering 

state-of-the-art K-laser and 
Shockwave therapy

www.fit2functionclinic.co.uk

WORK HARD AT THE GYM
No appointment needed, get your 

weight lifting fix at Jubilee Hall Gym 
www.jubileehalltrust.org

HAIR
Colour, Cut,  Style or Blow-dry at 
Sassoon Salon Covent Garden

www.sassoon-salon.com

PROPERTY
Saba Properties specialises in selling 

and letting West End properties
(studios, flats and houses)
www.sabaproperties.com

Whether you live or work in the area, The Covent Gardener has the essential contacts you need

PAINTER AND DECORATOR
Decent Deco,  bringing  colours

 to life, commercial and residential 
painting and decorating

T: 0744817 4479

SHOEMASTER
Best cobbler in Covent Garden found at 
28 Bedfordbury WC2. Been here for three 
generations and they will also cut keys 

T: 020 7240 8816

KINHERIT
Pioneers of End-of-Life Planning

Free consultation on your Will, Asset 
Protection and more www.kinherit.co.uk

SNOW & ROCK
Winter essential for all expeditions 

in the UK and abroad by the Lifesystems 
Winter Sports first aid kit. £35

www.snowandrock.com

COVENT GARDEN DENTAL CLINIC
Regular dental services plus cosmetic 

treatments from minor adjustments to 
total smile lifting procedures. 

T: 020 7836 1847

POLICE
For local concerns contact  

Dakota McLucas and Simon Brunger
Email: AWMailbox.SNTCW
StJamesWard@met.police.uk

ROSEHEART JEWELS
Jewellery repairs and gorgeous 

handmade creations to your design
www.roseheartjewels.co.uk

JUBILEE MARKET 
TRADER

Open a stall and become a trader 
at Jubilee Market. For more details 

www.jubileemarket.co.uk



B Fernando Peire, legendary 
host and director of The Ivy, with 
the very well-behaved Zelda.

C The Guinness Book of World 
Records lists Dame Agatha 
Christie as the best-selling 
novelist of all time. Her novels 
have sold roughly 2 billion copies.

D John Logie Baird carried 
out some of the first experimental 
television broadcasts from Long Acre.

E Over 44 million visitors come 
to Covent Garden every year.

F Sotheby’s founder Samuel 
Baker held his first book sale 
in 1734 at the Angel & Crown 
in Covent Garden.

G  Fruit and Veg trader 

HInigo Jones created London’s 
first ‘square’ (1630) in Covent 
Garden and designed the church 
of St Paul, inspired by Palladio.

I Not only was 
Inigo Jones the 
royal architect, he was 
a theatrical trailblazer 
whose innovations in 
costume, stage and 
set design were an 
essential element of the 
development of theatre.

J Alfred Hitchcock, 
the son of a Covent Garden 
merchant, filmed Frenzy in 1972 
in Covent Garden Piazza.

K A covent garden Porter.

L In 1873, Vincent van Gogh 
worked for the international art 
dealer, Goupil & Cie, located in 
17 Southampton Street.

M Yoda, the street performer.

N According to former cover artist 
Patrick Hughes, Covent Garden is 
at the end of the Rainbow. 

O Eliza James, The Watercress 
Queen of Covent Garden.

P The Punch and Judy 
public house was built in 1787, 
survived the bombings of  the 
Blitz and still retains some of the 
original brickwork. 

Q The Grim Reaper haunts the 
St. Paul’s ‘Actors’ churchyard. 
 
R An18th-century covent 

Garden lady of the night.

S From in-store tarot readings 
& palmistry to astrology and 
angel readings at Watkins 
Book on Cecil Court.

T Jenny Diver née Mary 
Young 1700- 41 was a notorious 
British pickpocket. One story 
has her praying in church with 
fake arms while she robbed the 
parishioners around her.

U Claude Duval 1643-70  
a French highwayman who danced 
with the ladies before robbing 
them. Buried in St Paul's Church.

V Sameul Pepys witnessed 
the first Punch and Judy show in 
St Paul’s Church. 

W Covent Garden's Local 
Metropolitan police team

X Benjamin Pollock’s Toy 
shop is a brilliant traditional 
toyshop in Covent Garden.

T: 020 7379 7866
www.pollocks-coventgarden.co.uk 

Y Based in Maiden 
Lane, The Gramophone 

Company founded on behalf of 
Emil Berliner was one of the early 
recording companies, the parent 

organisation for the His Master's 
Voice (HMV) label.

Z  Joe Gilmore, Head 
Barman at The Savoy Hotel's 
American Bar and creator of the 
'Moonwalk', the first cocktail Neil 
Armstrong drank after returning 
to Earth.

8 For 16 years Benjamin 
Franklin lived in Covent 
Garden. Rumour has it he was 
a firm believer in the healing 
properties of fresh air and would 
stand naked on his balcony each 
morning. 

9  J.M.W. Turner, one of 
the greatest masters of British 
watercolour landscape painting, 
was born in Maiden Lane in 1775.

: As a boy, British novelist 
Charles Dickens worked at 
Warren’s boot blacking factory 
in Chandos Place. He is regarded 
as the greatest novelist of the 
Victorian era.

; Daniel Defoe 1660-1731 
most famous for his novel 
Robinson Crusoe was put in 

the pillory by Charing Cross, in 
July 1703 for writing ludicrous 
comments about the High Church, 
flowers were thrown at him instead 
of the usual rotten fruit & rocks.

<  Joanna Lumley, obe is an 
English actress and former model who 
describes herself as having a lifelong 
love affair with Covent Garden!

= William Blake, English 
poet, painter & printmaker,  lived 
on Great Queen St in 1772. 

a Young Dancer opposite 
the Royal Opera House was built 
by Enzo Plazzotta, an Italian-
British sculptor, who spent most 
of his life in London.

b In 1552 “The Covent 
Garden”, as it was known, was 
seized by Henry VIII and 
granted to the Earls of Bedford.

c Dog Man, street performer.

d Dame Judi Dench received 
her eighth Olivier Award at the 
Royal Opera House. 

e The Bow Street Runners, 
which started up in Covent 
Garden, is known as London’s first 
professional police force.

fThe first reported victim of 
the 1665 plague was right on 
Covent Garden’s doorstep, a 
resident of where Drury Lane 
meets Long Acre. 

g  Thomas Arne, best known 
for his patriotic composition, Rule 
Britannia, was a leading British 
composer of the 18th century.

h Dr. Samuel Johnson, 
writer, essayist, and literary critic, 
lived in Russell St in 1763.

i A ‘Posture Woman’ was 
the name given to 18th-century 
courtesans in Covent Garden. 

j  Guo Yi, a Chinese Sheng 
player, has been busking in The 
Piazza for over 30 
years. 

k Eliza 
Doolittle was 
a Covent Garden 
flower-seller in George 
Bernard Shaw’s play 
Pygmalion.

l In 1985 on the 
site of the former 

Jubilee Hall in Covent Garden, 
archaeologists uncovered the lost 
city of Lundenwic, buried for 
over 1,100 years.

m Rumour 
has it that 
the ghost of 
Joseph Grimaldi, 
renowned clown of 
the early 1800s, can 
still be seen tricking 
and kicking actors as 
they go on stage at the 
Theatre Royal. 

n Robert 
Baddeley, English actor, 
donated three pounds every year 
to provide cake and wine for the 
celebration of Twelfth Night; the 
ceremony of the ‘Baddeley Cake’ 
has been an annual tradition since 
the mid 1700s. 

o  Master Betty, otherwise 
known as Young Roscius, made his 
West End debut as a child in Doctor 
Brown’s Barbarossa in 1804. 

p Jubilee Market was built 
in 1904. Monday is devoted to 
antiques, Tuesday to Thursday is 
the general market, Saturday and 
Sunday are dedicated to arts and 
crafts items. www.jubileemarket.co.uk

q  The Working Donkeys 
of Covent Garden plaque on the 
corner of Southampton St and 
Jubilee Market celebrates the 
wonderful work of these creatures 
in and around the market 
between 1661 -1974 .

r Strand Palace Hotel. 
Built in 1909, the hotel was one 
of the many places that provided 
shelter for both guests and 
servicemen during World War II. 
www.strandpalacehotel.co.uk

sA 19th-century look at 
the Covent Garden Piazza is 
described in The Adventure 
of the Blue Carbuncle, where 
Sherlock Holmes and 
Watson look for clues to find 

the Countess of Morcar’s 
jewel. 

t Restaurateur 
Jeremy King doing 
the rounds, on his way 
to visit The Delaunay. 

u Alf South was a 
Victorian tattoo artist 

initially based in a small 
studio off the Strand.
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PAST &    PRESENT...



DO IN A DAY...
29
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If we had our way, every day would be like this...
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10.30AM ENJOY... a nu-
tritious and visually stimu-

lating Acai Bowl at our new 
neighbours Cold&Press'd. 

You could also ask for
'The Covent Gardener' - 
a hand made, hemp milk 

and banana smoothie 
named after us.

9AM DROP IN... to a contemporary 
ballet class at Pineapple Dance studio 

where people have been dancing 
for the past 40 years. If you prefer a 
gentler start to the day buy one of 

their coveted sweatshirts and pretend 
you are a regular attendee.

A COVENT 
GARDENER DAY

5PM BOOK IN FOR A 
FANTASTICAL...  Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory 

afternoon tea at One Aldwych. 
Let your imagination fly with 

Loompaland lemon floss, 
plates piled high with Wonka-
worthy cakes and Pistol Punch 

cocktails.

NOON VISIT... 
Jubilee Antiques and 

Collectables Market and 
take home a historical 

souvenir. We are thinking 
beautiful hallmarked 

silverware that would make 
Claude Duval stop you in 

the street. (Mondays only).

2PM TRY ON... 
a fantastic array of 

wigs at Angels 
Fancy Dress. They 
have been kitting 

out West End stars 
and the public for 

more than 170 
years.

11AM TAKE A LOOK AT... the ancient  'Flogging Post' 
at the Crypt of St Martin’s in the Field. And thank your 
lucky stars that this punishment was abolished in 1948.
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@corneyandbarrow @corneyandbarrow @corneyandbarrow

What will you discover...

Over 230 years selecting the finest red and white wine, champagne, 
sparkling wine and rosé - to drink now, to cellar or en primeur.

LIFE REWARDS THE CURIOUS

corneyandbarrow.com

corney_insidebackpage_advert_concept_01.indd   1 23/05/2018   11:01


